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For The Sunday-School Times, 
WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO? 
BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER. 


Since Ihave found Thee precious, 
And dear unto my soul, 
Since Thou hast touched me with Thine anand, 
And by the touch made whole, 
One only boon I ask Thee, 
Whose pure eyes look me through : 
“Here in Thy kingdom, gracious Lord, 
What wilt Thou have me do? 


It may be in some forest, 
Away from Thy safe fold, 

There strays some little lamb of Thine, 
Aweary and acold ; 

Oh ! let me go and find it, 
Before the day grows dim, 

Oh! let me say ‘‘The Shepherd waits, 
Poor lamb, come home to him.”’ 


If foes assail the banner 
That in my hand I bear, 

Help me, dear Captain, in its cause, 
All things to do and dare! 

Nor ever let me falter, 
Or trail it in the dust, 

The ensign blazoned with the cross 
Of Him who is my trust. 


And yet again, if only 
Thou bid’st Thy servant stand, 
And keep alittle light ablaze, 
Within a feeble hand, 
Let no impatience murmur, 
When Thou art looking through 
My waiting heart; though this is all, 
This Thou wilt have me do! 


Yet hear me, blessed Jesus! 
And if it be Thy will, 

In working orin waiting garb, 
Oh! keep me near Thee still; 

And when the sunbeam shineth, 
Or falls the evening dew, 

Bend like a King, and answer this, 
“What wilt Thou have me do?’’ 

Norfolk, Va. 
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THE TEACHER’S LAUGH. 


BY MRS, J, E, MC CONAUGHY. 


A TEACHER once asked a frank, open- 
hearted boy in her class, if he could 
not bring into the school some of the chil- 
dren who played about in the court where 
he lived. 

‘*Yes, ma’am,’’ he said, ‘‘ I know one 
that wants to come with me—but—but—” 
‘‘ But what?” asked the teacher, kindly. 

‘* Why ma’am, he a’n’t called Timothy 
hor Samuel, and they only wants Timo- 
thys and Samuels.’” 

The teacher saw at a glance the reason 
for the impression. A good brother, ‘‘ not 
given to change,’’ was in the habit of open- 
ing school with the same prayer, in which 
occurred the petition that there might be 


school. Perhaps half the poor children in, 
received about as definite impressions of 
his meaning as this lad. The temptation 
must have been strong, but the kind teacher 
did not laugh at the blunder. The brother 
who caused it certainly deserved the laugh 
more. She only explained the man’s mean- 
ing to the child in sucha way as not to wound 
or mortify him, and thus secured a valuable 
helper in the work of bringing in new 
scholars. 

This was very different from the experi- 
ence of another scholar whose teacher 
laughed at a ludicrous mistake, and related 
it as ‘‘ a good joke”’ to a fellow teacher. He 
had a mind too coarse to notice the flush of 
wounded feeling and resentment on the 
boy’s face, and was surprised, and perhaps 
a little vexed, that he could not be induced 
to return to the school. He wandered 
away into evil paths, as Sunday-school 
estrays are almost sure todo. So much for 
a teacher’s laugh. 

Harsh words are easier for a child to bear 
than ridicule, and is it not so with grown 
up children? Very many amusing things 
will occur in our training of the little ones, 
but let us lay it down as a fixed rule never 
to laugh at, but kindly to explain, their 
mistakes. 





On Saying Smart Things. 


WRITER in the Christian Mirror of 

Portland, Maine, has the following in- 
cident, that some Sunday-school talkers 
may take to heart with advantage to them- 
selves and to the cause: 

It was not many months ago that I was 
present at a Sabbath-school meeting held 
at the close of the Annual State Associa- 
tion, in one of our old and Christianly re- 
fined New England towns. There wasa 
large assembly, composed of all ages. The 
children of the several Sabbath-schools of 
the place were there, bright and happy, 
ready for cheering words and _ stirring 
thoughts. The conductor of the exercises, 
a man of warm heart, and glowing with 
enthusiasm for ‘‘ the children’s cause,”’ in 
speaking of the difficulties encountered in 
some of his efforts to secure the co-opera- 
tion of ministers and influential Christian 
men, remarked that in many quarters he 
had failed. ‘‘ They are old fogies. But I 


thank God they will die before long, and 
go to heaven, and be out of the way!” I 
sat by a row of little girls, eager, waiting, 
impressible, as only such natures can be, 
and I shall never forget the shock that de- 
liverance of the speaker seemed to give 





“many Timothys and Samuels” in the 


them. A thunder clapcould not have pro- 








duced a more positive shudder. I was 
sorry. I was sad. I have been sad ever 
since when I have thought of it. Though 
I knew not one of those, or of the many 
other children around, I felt that a great 
evil had been wrought. And the magni- 
tude of the evil greatens the more I think 
of it. The impression on some of those 
susceptible natures I would not be re- 
sponsible for, for a mint of gold. The 
speaker only wished to say a smart thing 
that would rebuke and stir, or annihilate 
some in the ministry and the Church less 
alive to Sabbath-schools, and less progres- 
sive than himself. They may have de- 
served it. But is there not ‘‘a more excel- 
lent way?’’ If not, better let the ‘‘ Lord 
rebuke them.’’ A young heart is a very 
tender and impressible thing. 


The Empty Spoon. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ, 


N excellent old Christian was once so 

unfortunate as to be under the minis- 
tfations of a very careless pastor. Not 
only were church interests in general ne- 
glected by said pastor, but the preaching 
in particular was destitute of such nourish- 
ment as would promote the growth of an 
able bodied Christian. The old brother 
bore his slender fare with all patience, 
though he wept and prayed, and prayed 
and we:* that a change for the better might 
come. But answer was delayed, and at 
last he could content himself no more with 
private supplication, but in a prayer meet- 
ing he poured out his soul in earnest plead- 
ing for ‘‘ heavenly manna,’ ‘‘ the bread of 
life,’ etc., backing up his appeal with the 
declaration, ‘‘O Lord, thou knowest how. 
long we have been fed from an empty 
spoon.”’ 

Now, in this appeal of our brother, there 
is a touching expressiveness. Imagine 
what it presupposes. There is the man 
hungering for food of proper sort. There 
is another, spoon in hand, ostensibly ready 
to feed his hungry friend. The appetite is 
keen, the mouth is open, the spoon care- 
fully poised, is brought near, expectation 
is aroused, satisfaction is anticipated, the 
spoon reaches the mouth, the lips close 
upon it, but ah,—pshaw! it is a sell, a 
swindle, a deception, a practical joke, for 
the spoon is empty. What a cruel shame 
to perpetrate so cruel a sham upon a hun- 
gry and confiding brother! But, reader, 
did you never do this very thing? Minis- 
ters, editors, superintendents, teachers, 
authors, lecturers, and in short all classes 





610 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








of instructors very often perpetrate such 
swindles. 

There is a congregation assembled. Re- 
sponsive to the ‘‘church-going bell’’ they 
have convened, that they may be fed, and 
that being fed, they ‘‘may grow thereby.’’ 
The sermon begins, the homiletical spoon 
is extended, hungering they reach forward 
to receive its contents, but, alas! it is 
empty. It contains none of the meat and 
the fatness of truth, none of the rich and 
savory dressing of earnest thought and 
fervent prayer, nothing that can make 
spiritual muscle, and bone, and brain. 
Without irreverence they may say, ‘‘O 
Lord, thou knowest we are fed from an 
empty spoon.”’ 

Much of feeding such as this is done in 
Sunday-schools. Superintendents go to 
their posts with no careful, painstaking 
preparation. No plan of proceeding is pre- 
pared, no line of operation is defined. They 
read, and pray, and talk, and exhort, but 
the spoon they poke so piously into the 
mouths of hungry childhood is empty. A 
school is not nourished after this fashion. 
Teachers may go back to the beginning of 
this paragraph, and substituting themselves 
for superintendents, many of them may get 
a hint as to their own deficiencies. Empty 
of information on the lesson, empty of 
knowledge as to the art of teaching, empty 
of intimate appreciation of the pupils indi- 
vidually, and empty in too many cases of a 
burning zeal for the pupils’ good, how can 
their spoons be other than empty? This 
farcical feeding is often practiced in Sun- 
day-school addresses. Pointless, discon- 
nected, silly stories are often proffered to 
expectant childhood as food, and some- 
times as food fit fora Sunday repast. ‘A 
dinner of herbs,’’ which the wise man 
speaks of as a rather plain affair, is far 
better than this, and an honest ‘sawdust 
pie’? would be quite nutritious. We call 
on all good people, as the appointed pur- 
veyors of God’s spiritual bounties, to see to 
it that their Sunday-school pupils are fed 
in better style. 

The printed page is too often an empty 
spoon. Here, as in many other cases, we 
might say: the spoon is worse than empty, 
—it is full of poison. But we are talking 
of workers and of pages which are really 
meant to dogood. Books, tracts, and even 
newspaper articles, are often destitute of 
aught which can nourish either mind or 
heart. It were better to doas did one of 
our exchanges recently. A page or more 
was filled up with Scripture quotations, in 
explanation of which the editor frankly 

said he was short of copy, and doubted at 
any rate whether anything better than 
Scripture could be had. To fill up with 
Scripture would at least avoid emptiness. 

In whatsoever sphere this empty spoon 
business is practiced there is one thing it 
will not do, and another which it surely 
willdo. It will not make strong men and 
women. Food, appropriate and well di- 
gested food, is essential to all growth. 
Empty-spoon feeding will never make 
strength. But it will do this, viz., it will 
disgust its disappointed,—- may we not say 


outraged,—victim, and trample out of him 
all confidence in those who proffer foo.1, 
and all concern about the food they profess 
themselves to proffer. Unfed by good pro- 
visions, disgusted with its offerers, where 
will the hungry turn? The full cup of 
Satan and of the world and the flesh will 
be pressed to their lips on every side, and 
they will drink and die. 

As a prescription forall instructors labor- 
ing under. this sad disorder, we suggest the 
following: Recipe: 

Ephesians iii. 19, last clause. 

Colossians iii. 16, first clause. 

2 Tim. ii. 15. 

1 Cor. xv. 58. 

To be well considered three times a day. 
—The National Baptist. 
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FASHIONABLE FALSEHOOD. 


WE all know how easily falsehood may 
be taught to children. A few decep- 
tions on our part, and our dupes speedily be- 
come our imitators. But do we ever re- 
flect how fearfully we may beteaching our- 
selves the same lesson? 

What is the whole fabric of fashionable 
life but one tissue of falsehood; a living, 
breathing hourly lie? And how much of 
its hollowness creeps in even to the fold of 
the church. Our own conductand feelings 
in this regard have serious need of search- 
ing into with the candle of God’s Word. 

‘“To say anything, however true, of 
which we have not a hearty conviction at 
the moment, breeds a habit of insincerity,”’ 
says a thoughtful writer; yet how many 
such words do we speak in a day. 

‘* Why, we cannot help that,’’ is the al- 
most involuntary thought of the heart; but 
God requires us to put away all falsehood 
from our lips. Overand over he tells us his 
disapprobation of all deceit, and proclaims 
his heaviest judgment against those who 
practice it. 

That insincerity is so common will be 
no available plea for us. It will not weigh 
one atom with our Judge, that ours were 
only ‘‘ fashionable falsehoods.’”’ ‘‘ With- 
out,’”’ will be the doom of ‘‘ whatsoever 
loveth, or maketh a lie.’”?” Oh! how fear- 
ful the truth spoken in that eighth verse of 
the twenty-first of Revelation. The term 
‘* all liars” cuts off such a vast array of those 
who are pressing on with full confidence of 
one day ettering the New Jerusalem. Am 
I of that fearful number? should be the in- 
quiry of every soul. It is a great sin to 
deceive our fellow men, but how much 
more deadly to us the result of deceiving 


ourselves? 
—___—__ 2 


MODERN PREACHING AND HEARING.— 
The attitude of worshippers now-a-dzys is 
in the main that of mere listeners, passive 
recipients, otherwise characterized as ‘‘ two- 
gallon jugs!’’ People fold their arms qui- 
etly and say tothe preacher, tacitly, ‘‘ Now 
if you can keep me awake, I have no serious 
objections, but you must say something 
very sensational!’’? Eighteen hundred 








years ago, people went to church to hear, 


to think, to study God’s Word, to ask and 
answer questions. Now-a-days it would 
greatly embarrass most ministers of the 
gospel to have their people rise and pro- 
pound questions and seek answers; but 
this was the custom in the early church 
and it served greatly to its edification.— 
Rev. J. H. Vincent, D. D. 








WORKDAY CHRISTIANITY. 


BY ALEXANDER CLARK, 


[The following elegant extracts are from the new 
work by Alexander Clark, entitled ‘ Workday 
Christianity ; or, The Gospel in the Trades.” See 
our column of Book Notices. | 

HE church needs business men as well 

as preachers—workers, indeed, rather 
more than talkers. The gospel has no con- 
troversy with the rich man whose con- 
science enlarges with his expanding purse, 
It censures only the covetous, the selfish— 
the man whose eye would spoil a neighbor's 
home to fill out some unrounded corner of 
his own possession ; the man who starts up 
and half swears in his sleep at the possible 
unbottoming of iron safes; the man of 
wealth who seems hardly to possess any- 
thing but suspicion of his fellow-men ; the 
man whose gains only serve as swallows of 
salt-water to his thirsty throat; the miser. 





Fire-Brick Men. 


There are fire- brick men in the Christian 
church. They come of royal humble blood. 
They are found in obscure families. They 
are searched out by Providences, tried in 
the furnaces of affliction, and fused into 
condensed power by peculiar agencies, for 
setting in prominent places in the great 
spiritual temple. Like the three Hebrew 
children, they stand the fire. Men who 
have passed through intense sorrow and 
suffering are the truest for health and for 
altar tests. Men who have been disciplined 
by loss, by ridicule, by persecution, are the 
men to set in exposed places where ordi- 
nary human nature would yield and give 
way. 





Business Religion. 


The Bible allows no slovenliness in bu- 
siness. Christianity encourages invention, 
promotes refinement, suggests method, in- 
sists upon order, promptness, regularity, 
good humor, good manners, and good liv 
ings. The resources of the earth are abul- 
dant for all. If manual labor were made& 
part of education—an essential in every 
school and college curriculum—the world 
would be brighter and cheerier for the 
change. It is because labor has been dunned 
out as toil fora livelihood—underpaid, ove 
taxed, unfashioned, and unchurched, that 
so many toilers are worn, and weary, and 
forced to be illiterate, and melancholy; 
whereas, if their work and position were 
properly rewarded, they would be strong, 
vigorous, intellectual, religious, and happy: 





Every-day Analogies. 
It is the business of the Christian teache! 





to take advantage of the common law o 
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resemblances and analogies, and to illus- 
trate truth and duty by pictures from every- 
day observation. The prophets so instruct- 
ed the people, and were understood ; and 
the apostles followed their example—an 
example made emphatic by the methods of 
Christ himself—and were never accused of 
secularizing holy things, except by the 
Pharisees, who were too religious to allow 
a few heads of wheat to be rubbed outof its 
ehaff by hungry men on the Sabbath, and 
yet not too religious to bruise people to 
death with stones for entertaining opinions 
at variance with their own, any day and 
any where. 





The Sure Foundation. 


A society built upon any man, even upon 
an apostle, as an apostle, will, in the pres- 
sure of ages, swerve and fall, however vast 
the pile; and the greater its dimensions, 
the more appalling its overthrow at last. 
The true church does not rest on Peter, or 
Paul, or Luther, or Calvin, or Wesley, but 
only, squarely and forever, on Jesus Christ: 
He is the tried and precious corner-stone 
on which all believers build their lives, of 
every age, nation, circumstance, and name. 





Living Epistles. 

Christians are epistles to be read. The 
world reads them every day. Héw im- 
portant that this living gospel which walks 
and talks and stirs about in public places 
should be correctly printed! Yet how 
many of these living epistles have been 
printed from battered type, from mixed 
fonts, on spotted paper, and in dim ink. 
But after all, orthodoxy is safer in the con- 
secrated heart than in the theological li- 
brary. Evangelism is an upright, open- 
eyed, warm-handed, advancing thing, not 
the flat flimsiness of a mere programme, to 
be written and put away on the shelf for 
safe-keeping; it is always alive, alert and 
growing; it is not dead Latin, but vital 
mother-tongue in this country; it is not 
steepled in church, cadenced in ritual, or 
robed at the altar, so much as hearted in 
living people and radiated in workday 
duties. 





When to Strike. 


If you introduce religion to persons who 
are cold, hard, and blueas flat iron in the 
warehouses—if you strike them with piety, 
asif you slung asledge, you will most likely 
get nothing but resistance and clangor for 
your pains, God’s Spirit alone can prepare 
the mind for truth; and it is the Chris- 
tian’s business to study circumstances, to 
watch for conditions, and to ‘‘strike while 
the iron is hot.” 





Silent Witnesses. 


Until about 580 B. C., the temples of 
Greece were roofed with terra-cotta tiles, 
said to have been invented in Cyprus, and 
are formed similarly to the Roman, and 
are somewhat ornamental. These tiles, in 
Many instances, have stamped upon them 
thename of the city, the potter, and the year 
ofthe emperor’s reign in which they were 
made. Much valuable historical informa- 


YIM: 





tion has been preserved in this incidental 
manner, of vast value as corroborative tes- 
timony to the truth of the sacred Scriptures. 
Many Bible proofs have been found among 
the ruins of pagan temples. God’s Word 
has myriad witnesses, silent but eloquent, 
in nature and in art. And these tallying 
testimonies forever multiply as the past 
ages are explored and understood. 
Angel Equality. 

There is no such thing as caste or aristo- 
eracy among the angels. They are as wil- 
ling to watch ina lonely grave as to sing 
in the open sky. They do not feel humi- 
liated in stepping to the lowest round of the 
ladder that resis in the dark wilderness, 
nor elated when they soar about the eternal 
throne. They shout the same exultant 
strains when a new world is made and 
when a lonely wanderer in this repents and 
turns to God. 





We find eyes in the clods by which we 
may read the poetry of the stars. 





A splendid mansion, and a dashing car- 
riage, broadcloth, satin, gold, diamonds, 
and cologne for one’s self; and nothing but 
crusts and crumbs for Christ. 

—> <> 
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TEACHING CHILDREN TC PRAY. 


HRISTIAN teachers and workers 

should be themselves what they would 
have others be, and do themselves what 
they would have others do. The proposi- 
tion has special application to the instruc- 
tion of children. All admit the great uti- 
lity of the object-lesson for young learners; 
and what better object-lesson cap there be 
than a right example? 

Hence, in teaching children to pray, 
there is a far more effective method than 
mere precept. The mother who would 
quickly and successfully teach her children 
how to come to God, must come herself; 
must pray with, as well as for, her little 
ones; must have her mercy-seat, the place 
well known and made sacred to the child. 
She need not always take the little one to 
witness her communion with God. There 
will be occasions, as when family discipline 
terminates in the plea for a child’s forgive- 
ness from God, or when the mother’s anxi- 
ety can be satisfied with nothing but the 
most literal laying of her child upon the 
altar; on which she will feel that she must 
have the little one with her and beside her 
as she prays. At other times, it will be 
quite as helpful to the child to know that 
the mother is in the closet, that her devo- 
tions are not to be disturbed, and that he is 
not forgotten in a mother’s prayers. 

Let the visits to the closet not be occa- 
sional, but as regular as the morning meal, 
and soon the child will be strongly im- 
pressed with the feeling that what mother 
does so much, the son or daughter ought to 
do. 

Many a time the writer of this article has 
been interrupted in closet devotions by his 
little boy coming to the door with the child- 


ish request, ‘‘ I want to pray.’’? The little 
boy has had a corner assigned to him, 
where he may ‘‘ pray too.”’ 

Fathers, mothers, we must throw away 
the old-fashioned and very prevalent doc- 
trine, that fifteen or twenty years must be 
given to the devil before the heart can be 
won to Christ. 

There is very much in Solomon’s “ train- 
ing up’’ which will be neglected and lost to 
the church if our ideas of distinct and 
marked religious experiences become too 
prominent, A true conversion is a yield- 
ing of the will to Christ. How easily the 
youthful mind makes the choice, so deci- 
sive of destiny. The early choice of the 
Master’s service may beeome, and will be- 
come, the confirmed and permanent choice 
of the soul, if only the persistent influences 
of example, precept, prayer, and faith are 
brought to the soul’s help. 

Suppose the choice is unconsciously 
made ; is itany the less a true choice? May 
there not be more child-Christians to-day 
than the churches have recognized ¢ Would 
there not be many more if the wise man’s 
directions were obeyed ? EK. E. R. 

Macon, Ga. 
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MY SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER. 


She taught me from the sacred page, 
The truths therein revealed; 

And as she taught, methought she knew 
The guilt I fain concealed, 


She led me to the Saviour’s feet, 
There to confess my sin; 

She taught me how to ope the door 
And let the Saviour in, 


And now she cheers me on my way 
Along the narrow road; 

Assured that soon we both shall reign 
Forever with our God. 


So doth the Holy Spirit teach 
The sinfulness of sin; 

And places heaven within the reach 
Ofall who trust in him, 


—Christian at Work. 
a or 
BEGINNING WITH THE Youna.—The 
Massachusetts Temperance Alliance, du- 
ring five and half years, have secured the 
signatures to the temperance pledge of 
nearly all the scholars of over five hundred 
of the Sabbath-schools, and of more than 
eighty per cent. of those in over six hun- 
dred of the public schools of that State. 
They have thus induced from seventy-five 
to a hundred thousand children and youth 
to sign the pledge, which, if faithfully 
kept, will save them from the degradation - 
and ruin that follow indulgence in intoxi- 
eating drinks. 
+--+ <> ~— — 


THE man that never failed is a myth. 
Such an one never lived, and is never likely 
to. All success is a series of efforts, in 
which when closely viewed, are seen more 
or less failures. The mountain is apt to 
overshadow the hill, but the hillis a reality, 
nevertheless. If you fail now and then, 
don’t be discouraged. Bear in mind itis 
only the part and experience of every suc- 
cessful man, and the most : uceessful men 





often have the most failures. 
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Publishers’ Hotices. 


Please consult this column every week. 








A Very Valuable Work.—Joun S. Hart, 
LL.D., Senior Editor of The Sunday-School 
Times, has for some time past been engaged 
in the preparation of an extended work on the 
subject of Sabbath-schools, which will contain 
the results of his experienee as a prominent 
Christian educator for more than one-third of 
a century. It will embody a clear and full 
exposition of the principles which underlie 
the Sunday-school cause, setting forth ap- 
proved plans for organization, and a conside- 
ration of the best methods of instruction, to- 
gether with kindred topics of a practical na- 
ture in connection with the subject The vo- 
lume will embrace the author’s complete 
rounded idea of the province and capabilities 
of the Sunday-school. Mr. Hart’s large expe- 
rience in all departments of the work makes 
his opinion valuable to every minister, super- 
intendent, and teacher in the land, The book 
will be a prize for active, earnest Sabbath- 
school workers everywhere. When finished, 
it will bea handsome volume of over 400 pages. 

Ray’s Check System.—Although the “‘Check 
System Library Register’ has been in use for 
several years, the demand for it is greater now 
than at any previous time in its history. We 
do not believe that any Librarian who has 
tried it would willingly return to the old plans 
for distributing Sunday-school books, The 
following testimony is entirely voluntary, and 
therefore we take the liberty of quoting it: 

CONCORD, N. H., August 7, 1870. 

We haye been using “‘Ray’s Check System Li- 
brary Register” for nearly two years, and think it 
the best method, as well as the simplest, that can 
be found. We have not lost a single book, 

Yourstruly, E. A. M—, Superintendent. 

A descriptive circular, giving sizes and 
prices, will be sent to any address on receipt 
of a 8-cent stamp for postage. 

—_ 


A MOTHER’S INFLUENCE, 
’ Sketch of the Late Lorin B. Tousley. 


BY THE REY, DAVID PECK. 








WENTY years ago it seemed to me and to 
many others, that the most useful man in 
Western New York was L. B. Tousley, ‘the 
children’s minister,’ or ‘‘ the Sunday-school 
man,’’ as he was usually called. No one who 
once heard him will ever forget him. He was 
a most earnest and eloquent man. His house 
was in Canandaigua, and his field the western 
part of the Empire State. His education was 
limited, and he was wont to say that he gradu- 
ated from atanyard, in which he worked while 
a boy. He began to address Sabbath-schools, 
and their friends, at the early age of eighteen, 
and continued to do so for thirty years. His 
heart was full of his work, There was a pa- 
thos in his voice which stirred the very depths 
‘ofthe soul. Simple, direct, and natural in his 
manner, he would rivet the attention of hun- 
dreds or thousands, and his audience became 
so excited that they would often laugh ata 
happy turn of thought, or an apt illustration, 
but they cried far more than they laughed. 

It was my privilege to listen to him many 
times, and I have never heard any other 
s)eaker who had equal power over an au- 
dience. Twenty years ago, when he was in 
his prime, a gentleman of wealth and leisure 
who had taken much pains to hear the most 





noted orators of the day, and among others, 
had heard Webster and Clay, gave it as his de- 
liberate opinion that L. B. Tousley was the 
most eloquent manin the United States. But 
he appeared at best advantage in his own 
chosen field—Western New York. Twice I 
heard him in New Haven, whither he came 
after urgent solicitation. The first time, he 
was so much afraid of the shadow of Yale Col- 
lege that he hardly seemed like the same man 
whom fF had heard in Cayuga county, and yet 
the general testimony was: ‘‘ We have never 
heard his equal.’’? The second time he was 
more himself, and he thrilled the vast crowd 
that hung with almost breathless attention 
upon his lips. 

His power was in extem poraneous speaking. 
Reading from a manuscript he was like Sam- 
son shorn of his locks, I think he never un- 
dertook to do such an unwise thing, till, some- 
what late in life, he was licensed to preach. 


His influence over children was wonderful. 
Meeting a group of them, although a total 
stranger, he could inspire their confidence at 
once, and talking with them, he would make 
an impression upon their minds which they 
would long remember. 

I shall never forget the first time I heard 
him. Although the place was near Aurora 
where he was born, he was not then known in 
that vicinity, as he had removed to Chatauqua 
county when a boy. He was announced to 
speak in our church on Friday, and the mi- 
nister urged the people to come, assuring them 
they would be well repaid. Still, as he wasa 
stranger, his audience was not large; but he 
never had a small audience in that vicinity 
again. 

He began to speak. There was a directness 
about his manner that secured instant atten- 
tion, but we had no idea of his power. Ina 
few minutes all were in tears, and then, while 
the tears were still flowing, there was a half- 
suppressed laugh in which all indulged. But, 
as always under his eloquence, the weeping 
greatly predominated. My seat was near a 
judge, who, for long years, had seemed wholly 
indifferent to the subject of religion, and who 
was regarded as decidedly skeptical. Proba- 
bly no one in that community believed that 
anything would be said on that occasion, that 
would cause him to show any emotion. And 
yet he wept like a child. Nearly the whole 
hour the tears coursed down his cheeks, while 
seemingly unconscious of his appearance, he 
kept his eyes fixed upon the speaker, 

We all left the church feeling, as never be- 
fore, the vast importance of seeking to make 
correct religious impressions upon the minds 
of little children, and that the Bible, read and 
obeyed, was the one great safeguard against 
vice and crime. 

In subsequent years, his addresses in that 
vicinity were made in the open air beforea 
large concourse of people, young and old. 
The effect was just the same as in the church. 
Apparently without effort he took possession 
of the hearts of his audience and unsealed the 
fountain of their tears, while he taught them 
lessons which could not soon be forgotten, 


The last time I heard him was ina grove, 
one day when the wind roared among the tree 
tops so loud that any ordinary speaker would 
have thought it useless to say a word; but he 
succeeded in enchaining the attention of the 
crowd so that they forgot the wind in their 
interest to hear the orator. At his feet sata 
man over 80 years of age, with hearing and 
sight much impaired. He was noted for his 


from her embrace, and ran down stairs; and 





profanity and utter disregard of religion, but 
he had heard so much about Tousley that ey. 
riosity led him to comeand hear him. Atthe 
close of the address, as I was passing to another 
part of the assembly, I met this old man hob. 
bling away, with head bowed down and both 
hands upon hisstaff. He was talking to him. 
self, the tears still running down his cheeks; 
and I overheard him saying: ‘‘ Well, I’m an 
old man, and I’ve heard a good many great 
speakers in my day; but this beats all that 
ever J heard !"’ 

It was well nigh the universal testimony; 
‘* We never heard his equal.’’ His power over 
young and old wasimmense. Tens of thou- 
sands of children received healthful impres- 
sions from him which they can never forget, 
and thousands of parents were made to feel 
the sacred responsibility of their position and 
trust. Especially were mothersshown that God 
had bestowed upon them the privilege of in. 
stilling into the minds of their children in the 
nursery, principles that would be asafeguard to 
them all through life, and make them a bless- 
ing to the world, 

Tousley himself was a grand exemplifica- 
tion of a pious mother’s influence. Her prin- 
ciples and example, by the blessing of God, 
determined his character and pursuit for life, 
although she died when he was but six years 
old. September 2d, 1851, as he was addressing 
a large assembly, I heard him make the fol- 
lowing statement: 

“The question is often asked, ‘What made 
Tottsley a Sunday-school man?’ I will tell 
you. Ihadapious mother. She died when 
I was six yearsold. Well do I remember how 
she prayed with me, alone, in her closet, 
Never can I forget it. And well do I remem- 
ber how, on one bright moonlight night in the 
month of May, at twelve o’clock, my father, 
who was nota Christian, came into my sleep- 
ing room, and took mein his arms, and car- 
ried me up stairs to see my mother die. I can 
never forget her countenance, pale as death, 
and how she placed her arm, cold as an icicle, 
about my neck, while I, terrified, tore away 


how he carried me again to her bed ; and how 
she planted her cold kiss on my cheek, and 
then pressing me to her breast with her arms 
already beginning to stiffen in death, and 
clasping her hands, prayed, ‘O God, preserve 
my child. Keep him from vice and ruin} 
and how, saying this, she died instantly. 


. Never did I afterward go to any place of sit f 


ful amusement without hearing those words 
of my dying mother ring in my ears. She, f 
unseen, has guided me by her influence, till h 
Iam what I am.”’ b 
Thrice happy mother, who could exert such s 
apower. Her life was long and noble although T 
she died early. Being dead, she yet speaketh, 
and it will take the light of eternity to reveal 
the full extent of her blessed influence.—7# th 
Congregationalist. 
—_—_—___PO——— 


The Candle in the Gunpowder | ‘ 


I HAVE read a thrilling story of a mer 
4 chant who was one evening celebrating 
the marriage of his daughter. While the 
guests were enjoying themselves above, bf ,,, 
chanced to go to the basement hall below 4), 
where he met a servant, carrying candl one 
without a candlestick. She passed on ! ma 
the cellar for wood, and returning quick] 7 
without the candle, the merchant suddenls} pra 
remembered that during the day sever] tion 
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barrels of gunpowder had been placed in 
the cellar, one of which had been opened. 
Inquiring what she had done with the 
candle, to his amazement and horror, her 
reply was, that not being able to carry it 
with the wood, she had set it in a small 
barrel of ‘* black sand,’’ in the cellar. 

He flew to the spot. A long, red snuff 
was ready to fall from the wick into the 
mass of powder, when, with great presence 
of mind, placing one hand on each side of 
the candle, and making his hands meet at 
the top over the wick, he safely removed 
it from the barrel. At first he smiled at 
his previous terror, but the reaction was so 
great that it was weeks before he overcame 
the shock which his nerves had sustained 
in that terrible moment. 

There are candles in many a barrel of 
gunpowder to-day. Many homes have al- 
ready been blown to ruin by them. There 
isa candle in the cellar of the wine-bibber. 
It burns brighter with the added fuel of 
every cup he drains, and before he is aware, 
all hopes for this world and the next will 
be blown up with a ruin more terrible than 
gunpowder can bring. 

There is a candle in the cellar of the li- 
quor-dealer, burning slowly, but surely. He 
who is dealing death to others will yet be 
startled by asudden blasting of his own 
peace, when the anger of God, restrained 
no longer, shall fall upon him in a moment. 


—Temperance Advocate. 
a 


Street Preaching. 
BY LYMAN ABBOTT, 

T is never a difficult matter to gather an 
audience in the streets of any of our great 
cities, It is not so easy a matter to retain its 
interest and to instruct it. A delegation of 
half-a-dozen young men start out on a Sunday 
afternoon, They reach a public square, and 
take their station at the point selected for their 
afternoon services. A dry-goods box, a door- 
step, or an old cart, serves the purpose of a 
pulpit. There is no indieation of the presence 
of any material from which to gather a con- 
Stegation, Half-a-dozen boys are playing 
Marbles on an adjoining sidewalk. Three or 
four young men are lounging in front ofa 
Neighboring dram-shop or engine-house. A 
few pedestrians are passing to and fro, and 
here-and there at the open window of a 
boarding or tenement house there sits a wo- 
Man languidly enjoying the summer breeze. 
The delegation is under the command of one 
oftheir number, who acts as leader. He dis- 
tributes little hy mn-books or song-papers, and 
they commence a familiar hymn. At the first 
Verse the boys drop their game of marbles, 
and come over to see “the fun.’’ At the second 
the loungers on the door-step of the dram- 
thop saunter carelessly across to within easy 
hearing distance. Pedestrians stop. Windows 
re thrown open. Boys and girls, men and 
Women, come, unexpectedly, from side streets 
‘nd mysterious lanes. Before the hymn is 
finished a congregation varying in size from 
oe’ to five hundred is gathered. It comes no 

Man can tell how, no man can tell whence. 
The leader calls on some one to offer a short 
Prayer—short it must be, for this congrega- 
tion is not accustomed to long prayers. An- 
other hymn is sung. The song-papers are 
freely distributed through the crowd. There 
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are enough among them who can sing to make 
a@ very respectable chorus; and by the end of 
the second singing the congregation has still 
further sensibly increased. Then the preacher 
of the afternoon mounts the temporary pulpit. 
Let him beware. He speaks to a critical con- 
gregation. 

If he is honest, earnest, full-souled—if he 
speaks because his heart is burdened with a 
message which cries out for utterance, he will 
not find in costliest cathedral an audience more 
attentive, more genuinely respectful. He 
need fear no interruptions. If some single 
scoffer breaks in upon his address, the sense 
of the entire audience is against the interrup- 
tion, and instantly silences him. But there is 
no audience which detects so instantly, and 
rejects so remorselessly, the conventional 
piety and religious finery which, in more cul- 
tivated audiences, are suffered to pass unre- 
buked. There is no such counterfeit detector 
as a street audience. The speaker must strike 
the heart of his subject in his opening sentence, 
He must be short, sharp, clear, ringing, in- 
cisive. A truce to all wordy declamation, to 
all frothing and foaming now. On the other 
hand, he need not select his words and trim 
his phrases, lest he offend some sensitive ear. 
The boldest proclamation of the most ob- 
noxious doctrine will not disturb the serenity 
ofhis congregation, ifit is uttered as the honest 
conviction of the speaker’s heart. But woe to 
the dull speaker who lacks the magnetic power 
which fixes every eye upon him and compels 
the attention of the inattentive! Five minutes 
of dull platitudes suffice to begin the process 
of dispersion. The outer circle of the ring 
melts away. The rough-faced washerwoman, 
with her babe in arms, tires of standing to 
hear nothing, and starts for her home again. 
The loungers lounge back to the dram-shop. 
The boys begin to feel in their pockets for 
their marbles. Now, if the leader be worthy 
of his place, he measures instantly the mettle 
of his speaker, and checks the threatened dis- 
persion ofthe congregation. The battle-field 
is no place for courtesies. He strikes up a 
familiar air, The congregation joinsin. The 
astonished speaker comes to an abruptand en- 
forced pause. A substitute is beckoned to the 
platform. In three minutes the damage is re- 
paired, The congregation have gathered again, 
and stand reverently still, with fixed eyes and 
beating hearts, listening to the truth of God, 
uttered in the simplest, plainest forms, en- 
forced only by the power of a conviction so 
strong as to amount to a passion. 

Nowhere have these street services been 
carried on to a greater extent or with greater 
success than in Washington. Nowhere, per- 
haps, are they more needed. They have been 
held in the parks, and on the street corners, on 
board the gunboats, along the wharves, and 
among the marines attheir barracks, in the 
hospital, and among the soldiers at Lincoln 
Barracks. On some Sabbaths as many as six- 
teen or seventeen of these open-air services 
have been held. To add the labor of this work 
to those which already overtax the clergy 
would be a questionable method of doing good. 
In fact, open-air services would be impracti- 
cable, if not impossible, were it not for lay- 
preaching. For the inauguration of lay-preach- 
ing the Church may rightfully hold the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations responsible ; its 
results the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions may fairly claim as among the results of 
their labors. Among the most effective preach- 
ers in America, albeit they have neither eleri- 





cal education, clerical methods, nor the clerical 
office, are Judge Smith and Mr. Durant, of 
Boston, H. Thane Miller, of Cincinnati, D. L. 
Moody, of Chicago, K. A. Burnell, of Milwau- 
kee, and Major-General O. O. Howard, the 
President of the Washington Young Men’s 
Christian Association. These names have at- 
tained a national prominence; but they are 
only representatives of a host of preachers 
whom modern methods of Christian labor 
have called to the work, though not to the 
office, of the ministry, and who justify their 
preaching not by ecclesiastical ordination, but 
by the success which attends their labors.— 
From ‘‘The Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion,’ in Harper’s Magazine for Oetober. 
a a oe 


THE FPABY. 


Where did you come from, baby dear? 
Out of the everywhere into here. 


Where did you get your eyes so blue? 
Out of the sky as I came through. 


Where did you get that little tear? 
I found it waiting when I got here. 


What makes your forehead so smooth and high? 
A soft hand stroked it as I went by. 


What makes your cheek like a warm white rose? 
I saw something better than any one knows. 


Whence that three-cornered smile of bliss ? 
Three angels gave me all at one kiss. 


Where did you get this pearly ear? 
God spoke, and it came out to hear. 


Where did you get those arms and hands? 
Love made itself into hooks and bands. 


Feet, whence did you come, you darling things? 
From the same box as the cherubs’ wings. 


How did they all just come to’be you? 
God thought about me, and so I grew. 


But how did you come to us, you dear? 
God thought about you, and so I am here. 


—Good Words for the Young. 
<-> ___ 


A GRATEFUL TRIBUTE.—At a festival of 
one of his mission Sunday-schools, a mis- 
sionary of the American Sunday-School 
Union received a present and a letter, 
which had this acknowledgment: ‘‘ Your 
work, like that of your blessed Master, leads 
you among the lowly in those remote lo- 
calities where the Sabbath is desecrated, 
and God is unknown or forgotten. You 
are to us what John the Baptist was to 
Judea,,‘ preaching in the wilderness, and 
preparing the way of the Lord.’ And in 
our district he followed you more quickly 
than he followed John. When you came 
there was not a man in the neighborhood 
that cared for such things. We had never 
had a religious meeting. Such was our 
condition when you organized a union Sun- 
day-school, three yearsago. It is now self- 
sustaining. Since then we have never 
failed to have religious meetings from one 
to three times a week. Most persons in our 
district have found the Saviour, and the 
wilderness has blossomed as the rose.’’ 


————2 


For every evil under the sun 

There is a remedy or there’s none; 
If there is one, try to find it; 

If thereis none, never mind it, 


—Miss Muloch. 
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LESSON No. 40. 








( Foi: Sunday. October 2, 1870.) 


TEXT.—MATT. 138: 24-43; MAR 4: 26-34, 
SUBJECT :—Tares, Mustard Seed, Leaven. 


MOTTO :—First, the Blade; then, the Ear; after 
that, the Full Corn in the Ear. 


INTRODUCTION. 


66 \UR blessed Saviour, in His first parable (Les- 

son 89), described the Church én its com- 
mencement; in the second (the Tares), the Church 
in its mixture; in the third (the Mustard Seed), the 
Church in its extension, the result of that mixture 
—Divine wisdom making the Devil’s work a means 
of the greatest possible good; in the fourth (the 
Leaven), the gradually permeating and assimila- 

~ ting power of Christianity.” 


EXPOSITION. 
I. THE TAREs. 


Matt. 13: 24.—Pat He forth, as men propose 
riddles. This was to call into exercise the spiritual 


sense of His hearers, that they might discover its 
solution. 


The Kingdom of Heaven.—Christianity, the 
Christian Church, 


To a man.—To the case of a man. 


Which sowed,—We have an authoritative ex- 
position of this parable in verses 37-43, from which 
we learn that He that soweth the good seed is 
the Son of Man. (See Notes and Illustrations, 
No. 1.) 

The Good, Seed are the children of the king- 
dom. In the former parable the Seed was the Word 
of God, considered in itself. Here it is considered 
as having been received into the heart, and so de. 
veloped in—rather, into—the man, and “so vitally 
uaited with him that the two cannot any more be 
considered asunder.” 


In His field.—The field ts the world. Not the 
world which lieth in wickedness. Not the 
world as ruled by the god of this world; for it be- 
longs to the Son of Man, and the parable is descrip- 
tive of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Christian Church. 
The term world, here, then, denotes “the present 
state of things,in the midst of which the Church 
was to be planted. An apostle, writing at a later 
period, might have said the Church; but this was 
not yet organized upon its Christian basis, and is 
only mentioned in the Gospels in two Places, by 
anticipation.—Alezander. (2). 

While men slept.—This statement is simply 
part of the drapery used, in order to complete the 
verisimilitude of the figure, and so our Saviour 
passes it in silence in His exposition of the para- 
ble. [This isan important fact in the interpreta- 
tion of parables. We are to follow Him in exposi- 
tion, and not press mere drapery into points of 
significance. To do this, however, requires both 
@ mind and a heart so cultivated by reason of use 
as to be al#e to discern things that differ, as well 
as to approve things that are excellent.] 

His enemy.—The enemy of the Son of Man is 
the Devil. (3). He has been His enemy from the 
time of the propheoy in Genesis 3: « and that en- 
mity increases in intensity and power continually. 

Sowed tares.—Dr. Trench knew of a field in 
Ireland thus sown over with wild oats by an outgo- 





*Entered pocerding to Act Congress, in the year 
1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District: Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Peunsylvania. 





ing tenant. And Dean: Alford himself had a field 
in Leicestershire, England, thus sown over with 
wild mustard. But the plant in question was not 
like either of these. It was more like the wheat, 
indeed, almost indistinguishable from it until 
headed out, Country boys in America will have no 
difficulty in recognizing the plantintended, Itis 
so very nearly like one common in wheat-fields 
here, both in its appearance and in place of growth. 
(4). 

The tares are the children of the Wicked 
One.—“ those partaking of his nature, and bclong- 
ing to him, as the seed of the serpent, and destined 
to share his punishment.’’—Alexander. 


“The Devil is the ape of Christ,” said the Fathers, 
and he here appears as such, mimicking and coun- 
terworking the work of Christ even in His king- 
dom. 

And went his way.—Evil doses not come toa 
head at once. And until it does, like cheat, is 
scarcely distinguishable from good wheat. (5). 


Then, &c., evil is known by its fruit. 


Nay: lest while ye gather up the tares, ye 
root up the wheat also.—This does not forbid 
church discipline, which is elsewhere explicitly en- 
joined; but that severity of discipline which roots 
out the wheat. The object of all discipline is the 
good of the offender, as well as of his fellows. That 
cruclty which roots out an offender on the plea of 
purifying the field, is here expressly forbidden. 
There must be left always an opportunity for re- 
pentance and reformation. 


Until the harvest—the end of the world.— 
We thus see that while good increases, both in in- 
tensity and in extension, evil also increases, and its 
intensity of growth is equal to that of the good, 
though it does not extend proportionably. Yet it 
extends; and is to exist until destroyed by the 
brightness of Christ’s coming. 


Burn them.—Whatever this may not signify, it 
obviously does signify the utmost extremity of 
punishment which human language can depict. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth, as 
Jesus did on the Mount of Transfiguration. 


SUMMARY. 


The object of this parable is to reveal the origin, 
the nature, and the endof evil. It will be best taught 
by grouping it around these three thoughts. 
Wheat and Tares seem alike, but are very different 
in: 1. Origin; 2. Nature; 8. End. (Let the scholar 
tell the difference in each of these particulars.) 


II. MUSTARD SEED. 


From the foregoing parables, the little flock of 
Christians might have been discouraged and dis- 
heartened, had not their Lord added this also to 
show ‘the power of the truth to develope itself 
within itself,—as the* tree shut up within the seed 
unfolds itself according to the law of its own be- 
ing.”’ 

The least of all seeds, i. e., common seeds. 
Jesus is speaking to common people and uses com- 
mon language, ‘‘Assmall asa mustard seed,’ was 
a Jewish proverb. 


Greatest among herbs, i. e., as before, common 
plants. The difference betwen the size of the seed 
and the plant is the first point of the comparison. 


Becometh a tree.—In some countries and some 
soils the mustard grows very large, so that (rarely) 
men can ride under it on horseback, and, gathered 
in large quantities, it is used even for heating 
ovens, 

Birds are fond of the seed, 
Ezek. 17: 23.) 


What. could have been more unlikely at that 
time than a prophecy that what seemed to most a 
small sect of religious enthusiasts, shduld by this 
time fill so much of the world! It must becare- 
fully noted here that “it is not Christ’s doctrine 
merely, nor yet even the Church which He planted 
upon earth, that is signified by this grain of mus- 
tard seed. He is Himself the grain of mustard 
seed. Forthe Kingdom of Heaven, the Church, was 
originally inclosed in Him, and from Him unfold- 
ed itself, having as much oneness of life with Him 
as the tree with the seed in which it was originally 


(Compare, also, 
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shut up, and out of which it grew.” 


(Compare the 
idea in John 15: 5 and 12: 24.) 


I1lI. THE LEAVEN. 


The last parable described the extensive develop- 
ment of the Kingdom of God. This describes its 
intensive power, its secret working on the world 
with which it comes in contact. 


A woman.—Simply because in households this 
is usually woman’s work. 

Took, i. e., from elsewhere. Christianity could 
not originate in our race, It comes from above, It 
is not a philosophy, but a revelation, ‘‘a new and 
quickening power cast into the midst of an old 
and dying world.” 


Wid.—It is always so. True Christianity is first 
internal,—_though by-and-by it pervades the 
whole. It is so in every individual where it ex- 
ists, and it is soin all the world. This encourages 
us to expect not only that Christianity shall con- 
quer the whole human race; but also that it shall 
conquer, in every one of us in whom it is begun, 
every opposing force, and bring every faculty not 
only into subjection to, but also into vital co-ope- 
ration with, Christ. The Kingdom of Heaven ia 
of the same nature within us as it is without us, 
Like the leaven, it imparts its own nature te 
everything. And so the whole becomes in turn 
leaven also, to leaven others. And so the work of 
Christ goes on in the world. 


Are you leaven? Don’t expect too sudden a de- 
velopment of the power of the leaven;—of the 
life and growth of the mustard seed,—of the grain, 
Everything in due order, ‘First, the blade; then, 
the ear; then the full corn intheear!’ A valu- 
able motto for teachers and parents, as well as for 
scholars. ‘ Grow in grace,” itissaid. All growth 
is gradual, slow. We never see anything grow. 
We only see that it has grown. Can this be seen 
in you? 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1.—“This is the most frequent title by which our 
Lord designates Himself, though it is never given 
Him by any other, except in a single instance 
(Acts 7: 56), and then it would seem only to indi- 
cate that the glorified Saviour appeared bodily to 
the eyes of Stephen.” —Trench. 


2.— Nor need the term world here perplex us i 
the least; it was the world, and therefore was 
rightly called so, till this seed was sown in it, but 
thenceforth was the world no longer. No narrower 
word would have sufficed for Him, in whose pro- 
phetic eye the Word of the Gospel was contempla- 
ted as going forth into all lands, and sown in 
every part of the great out-field of nations.”— 
Trench. 


3.—Here is no impersonal evil, but the veritable 
Evil One, in whom evil originates, and who directs 
and governs the whole realm of evil according to 
his will, whether those under his government 
know it or not. Wisely he conceals his hand in 
governing most men, so that they recognize only * 
an impersonal, evil propensity, which they do not 
greatly fear, believing that theirown personal will 
(at least by Divine help) may be strong enough to 
overcome this mere propensity at some indefinite 
time yet future. If evil men recognized the perso- 
nal Evil One, who really prompts and directs these 
mere propensities, they would better appreciate 
the danger, and be more likely to fly to Christ for 
help. But thisis just what Satan does not want; 
and therefore he hides his hand, 


4.—The plant meant is a kind of Darne!, well re 
presented in this country by the plant known 4 
the provincial terms, “ Drips,” “ Cheat,” “ Chess, 
“Bastard-wheat,” &«, Also called “Ray-grass,” OF 
“Rye-grass,” and sometimes “ Wild Oats.” Dr. 
Thomson (Land and Book, 112,) says, “It resem- 
bles the American cheat, but the head does Be 
droop like cheat, nor does it branch out like oats. 
Tne Greek and Roman writers, the Jewish Rab- 
bins, the early Christian Fathers, many Biblical 
scholars, modern inhabitants of Palestine, and 
many farmers in America, agree in asserting this 
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grass to be simply a degenerate, or bastard- wheat. 
And sage are the lessons drawn from this circum- 
stance. But modern science does not admit the 
fact. The darnel (Latin, Solium temulentum), (here 
described), is a distinct kind of grass, 


5.—The question which they ask, “Didst not thou 


. sow good seed in thy fleld?” is not put merely to 


give opportunity for the householder's reply, but 
expresses well the perplexity, the surprise, the in- 
ward questionings, which must often be felt, 
which in the first ages, before long custom had too 
much reconciled to the mournful spectacle, must 
have been felt very strongly by all were zealous for 
God, at the woful and unexpected appearance 
which the visible Church presented. Where was 
the “glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing?” Well, indeed, might the faith- 
ful have questioned their own spirit, have poured 
out their hearts in prayer, of which the burden 
should bave been nearly this: “Didst not thou 
sow good seed in thy field? From whence, then, 
hath it tares? Didst thou not constitute thy Church 
tobe a pure and holy communion? Is not the 
doctrine such as should only produce fruits of 
righteousness? Whence, then, is it that even 
within the holy precincts themselves, there shoul 1 
be so many who themselves opénly sin and cause 
others to sin?”—Tvrench, 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


Again Jesus speaks in a parable; I will read it to 
you. (Read Matt. 13: 24-35.) This is also about the 
sowing of the seed. But after the sowing of the 
seed, what else was sown? Who was it that sowed 
the tares? Who was the enemy? (Read Matt. 13: 
36-43.) 

It is sad to think there is in this world an evil 
spirit, going about to see how much good he can 
undo, and seeking whom he may destroy. He was 
once an angel in heaven, and he disobeyed God 
and God cast him out. (Rev. 12: 7; Isaiah 14: 12.) 
(A complete explanation of this subject is found 
in “Hours With the Youngest,” page 83.) And he 
finds a great many ready to help him in his evil 
works. He watches every opportunity to draw us 
away from God, and to cause us tosin. When the 
good seed has been sown in our hearts, he sends 
evil thoughts “‘to devourit up.” Itis Satan who 
tempts us to forget what we have heard in the 
Sabbath-school, and cause it to wither away. 
Every time we “stand in the way of sinners,” and 
listen to the evil words we hear there, it is he who 
furnishes the thorn-seeds which spring up and 
choke out the good seed. 

And more than all this, Satan sows the tares. And 
what are they? When they first spring up they 
are so much like the good wheat that they cannot 
be told from it. It is when they grow large, when 
they are nearly ripe, that they show they are not 
the true seed, but poisonous weeds, which, if we 
should eat much of them would killus. So itis 
with our sins. In their commencement, so small 
are they wecan scarcely tell wherein the sin is, 
and Satan would persuade us that there is no harm 
in this little disobedience to our parents, or that 
angry word. And we would believe him, and the 


, little disobedience becomes open dishonor to father 


and mother, and the little angry word increases to 
hatred, and so on until the soul is dead in sin. 


Ionce read of a man who said that when he was 
& boy, the first oath that passed his lips so fright- 
ened him that he ran away and hid himself. But 
oh! although he hid himself, he did not repent, for 


‘hesaid that the next oath came easier, and the 


next one easier still, until scarcely a sentence 

passed his lips without his taking God’s holy name 

in vain, But God, in His goodness, instead of stri- 

king him dead for his blasphemy, sent His Holy 

et and converted the man, and gave him a new 
eart. 

Oh! let us then watch the little sins—“ the little 
foxes that spoil the vines.”’ (Solomon’s song, 2: 15.) 
No sin is little in God’s sight, for sin is sin. But 
let us watch sin in its commencement, and ask 
God to forgive it that we may check it before it 
Gets to be a strong giant that will master us. 

But the Divine Son of Man—Jesus—sows the good 
feed; let us receive it into honest hearts. When 
the seed is put into the ground, first the little 
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blade appears, This is God's Spirit, leading us in 
the straight and narrow way. Let us watch ten- 
derly the little blade. Let us be careful not to 
grieve the Holy Spirit, lest it leave us. And as we 
grow older we get more wisdom, and are better 
able to judge between right and wrong, and are 
careful to send Satan away when he comes to 
tempt us. And as we strive against sin and Satan, 
God’s grace increases in our hearts. This is the ear 
in the wheat. And as we goon in grace, stronger 
and stronger, more able day by day to fight against 
Satan, and ready to do all for Jesus, then is the 
full corn in the ear. ‘“ First the blade; then the 
ear; after that the full corn in the ear,’—then, 
when we are ripe for heaven, God sends His angel 
harvesters, and we are gathered into the garner of 
the heavenly mansions! 

God’s grace in our hearts is as the little mustard 
seed, the least among seeds, growing larger and 
stronger until it becomes a tree, giving shelter and 
support to those who are weaker and more help- 
less. So quietly does His grace work, no noise is 
made, even as the leaven in our bread. We cannot 
see how the leaven works, but we know by the 
taste when the bread is made fit for our use; so do 
we know when we are made in His likeness, and 
fitted for the joys of heaven. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


(These questions are the same as those in the 
** Question Paper,’ which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


1, What is the subject of this Lesson? 

2, What_is meant by the Kingdom ef Heaven or 
the Kingdom of God? 

8. Who sows the good seed ? 

4. In what field does He sow it? 

5. Who are the good seed? 

6. Who are the tares? 

7. Who sows them? 

8. How long do they grow together? 

9. Why will it not do togather all the tares at 


once? 
10. How long will there be tares growing with the 


wheat? 

ll. When is the harvest? 

12. Who are the reapers? 

13. Who owns the field? 

14, befor: "ae He have done with the tares at the 
as 


15. What with the wheat? 

16. How does seed grow? (Motto.) 

17. What parable illustrates this? 

18. How much has Christianity grown from that 
day to this? 

19. Does it grow in every heart where it exists as 
well as in the world? 

20. Is it growing in your heart? 

. What 7 the third thing to which it is here com- 
ared ? 

22. nat effectdoes evena small quantity of yeast, 
or leaven, have upon the meal in which it is 
placed? 

23. Does Christianity begun in the heart produce 
its effect upon every faculty of man? 

24. What effect shall it produce upon the whole 
world? (Isa. 11: 9. 

25. Is Christianity thus leavening your whole life? 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES. 


1. To whom were these parables spoken? 
2. Why did Christ speak in parables? 
3. Would they have received the truth in a more 
direct way? 
4. Were the parables then spoken to blind them 
or to give them what little truth they were 
capable of recviving? a 
5. How do we know that the disciples had nota 
clear idea of what Christ meant to teach? 
(Verse 36.) 

. What is the meaning of the phrase Kingdom of 
Heaven ? 

. To what three things does Christ liken it? 

. What is the first? 

. What is meant by the fleld? (v. 38.) 

10. Who soweth the good seed? (v. 37.) 

1L. Who the evil? (v. 38.) a 

12. When doth the enemy sow his seed? (v. 25.) 

138. What do we especially need to do? (Matt. 26: 41.) 

14, When the harvest—that is, the end of the world 

—has come, what will the Son of Man do? 


v. 41, 

15. while tne children of the wicked one are thus 
cast out from the Kingdom, what is promised 
the righteous? (v. 43 

16. Is this to be perpetual? 

17. What is the result of planting this smallest of 
seeds? 

18. Did you ever see a mustard tree? 

19. In what countries do they grow? 

20. What then does Christ show that the Kingdom 
of Heaven is? 

21. From what does it grow? 

22. Does He refer to the growth in the world or in 
the individual heart? 


con 





23. Is it not true of both? 

24. To what does He next liken the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? 

25. While the parable of the mustard seed teaches 
that it isa growth, what does that of the lea- 
ven teach? 

26. How does Christianity in a man’s life corres- 
pond to the leaven ? 

27. Where is its work made visible? 

28. What will it finally pervade? 

29. Is this true of Christianity in the individual 
only? (Hab. 2: 14.) 

30. What three truths in regard to Christianity do 
we learn from these parables ? 

8L. Are we really anxious to grow in the Christian 
life, and to have that life pervade our every 
thought? 


or <r 

THE Hour oF ASSEMBLING.—The Rev. 
Noah H. Schenck, D.D., of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
thinks that the time of meeting of the Sun- 
day-school comes next in importance to 
good lessons and good teachers. He says: 
The best time for the Sunday-school is at 10 
o’clock in the morning. At this hour pa- 
rents, children, teachers, pastor, and the 
whole church force can be mustered, with 
well rested bodies, having had ample time 
for toilet, breakfast, and family prayers, 
and having begun the day pleasantly and not 
hurriedly, and alas, often petulantly, asnow. 
Thus all are gathered at church to open the 
honor-God services of the Lord’s day as 
they should always be inaugurated, by 
giving instruction to the lambs of the flock. 
Holding the Sunday-school at this hour, 
we can get parents to be teachers, who at 9 
o’clock find it a domestic impossibility. 
These and others by their presence and co- 
operation will contribute not a little to the 
efficiency and the dignity of the work. Not 
only so, but children and teachers will do 
more in one morning hour than in double 
the time devoted to a plethoric after-dinner 
Sunday-school effort. 

Under this arrangement the afternoon 
of the Lord’s day could be profitably em- 
ployed. The children could meet for an 
hour, not in the classes, requiring teachers, 
butin a body to be practiced one Sunday in 
the monthin singing; to receive on another, 
instruction from the pastor in the Cate- 
chism; for a missionary meeting on the 
third, and for the remaining day to hear a 
sermon specially adapted to them. These 
several engagements should last only an 
hour, leaving time enough at home for 
parents to discharge that never to be trans- 
ferred responsibility of giving religious 
instruction to their own children. Then 
the mission school session, for many rea- 
sons, must fall in the afternoon, and those 
who are free from domestic duties should 
till this field—the teacher in the Parish 
school of the morning becoming a teacher 
in the mission school in theafternoon. But 
‘* When will you have the morning service 
and sermon?’? We say at 11} or 12 M., 
and are persuaded after many years of ob- 
servation and experience that in the pres- 


ent condition of the church’s life this is the 
appropriate hour. By following this ar- 
rangement thus briefly outlined, the sacred 
design and uses of the Lord’s day, both in 
the worship of the sanctuary and in the 
spiritual instruction of the young will be 
more fully met than is the case now, while 
much unnecessary friction of labor will 
be spared those engaged in this blessed 
work of the Sunday-school, in which, we 
believe, are embraced the sublimest hopes 
of the coming church and of the coniing 
glory of the Lord. 
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“THE LESSON to be taught October 9th, 
may be found in Matthew 13: 44-53. Sub- 
ject: The Treasure ; the Pearl; the Net. 


oO i Oo 
On Using Books of Reference. 


Y books of reference we mean diction- 

aries, encyclopedias, gazetteers, atlases, 
biographical dictionaries, and works of that 
sort, which are not meant either for study 
as text-books, or for continuous reading, 
but for reference and consultation when 
any particular point of information is need- 
ed. We wish to say a few words about the 
value of such works as a part of the appa- 
ratus of education, and also about the way 
of using them to the best advantage. 


There are few schools and still fewer fa- 
milies where the matter is rightly under- 
stood or appreciated. If any one will no- 
tice what goes on in the school and the fa- 
mily, in reference tothe use of books, he 
will find it branching off into reading and 
study ; and the books used will in like 
manner be divided into reading books and 
study books or text-books. While chil- 
dren are going to school they study the 
lessons assigned in their text-books, and 
whatever other time is given to books, is 
occupied with general reading. After the 
school age, lessons cease, and the only use 
of books is for reading. 


Now this arrangement, both in the 
school and the family, ignores a most im- 
portant class of books and a most valuable 
means of gaining knowledge and of promo- 
ting intellectual culture. In every lesson 
which the child studies in his text-book, in 
every book of literature, history, biogra- 
phy or travel, in every review, magazine 
or newspaper which is read, in almost 
every conversation that takes place in the 
family circle, points come up on which ex- 
act information is needed. It may be the 
location of some town or river, the date of 
some event, the pronunciation or the 
meaning of some word, the character of 
some plant or mineral, and the knowledge 
of this point is necessary to make the reat 
intelligible. The almost universal habit in 
families, and the too prevalent habit in 
schools, in such cases, is te let the matter 
pass without question. When we are com- 
fortably seated over a pleasant book, or are 
having a quiet chat with an agreeable com- 





panion, there is something irritating and 
vexatious in our having every few mi- 
nutes toZcheck the quiet flow of thought 
or of talk, for the purpose of verifying some 
fact or date. There is no little of vis inertize 
to be overcome, every time we stop our 
talk or our reading, to consult the diction- 
ary or the gazetteer, and in nine cases out 
of ten vis inertiz carries the day, and we 
allow our conscious ignorance to pass un- 
disturbed. 

This is a great mistake. Much as we va- 
lue regular lessons and study, we believe 
the habit fully established of referring to 
the $dictionary or other proper authority 
for information on every point in one’s 
reading, study, or conversation, about 
which he finds himself in ignorance or 
doubt, is worth quite as much as all his 
schooling, no matter h»ow much or how 
long he goes to school. One who has form- 
ed such a habit, not only profits more from 
his studies at school, but continues to grow 
in knowledge after leaving school. The 
stock of general information which such a 
person gradually acquires is often astonish- 
ing. 

A single incident, which fell under the 
notice of the writer, will illustrate this. A 
young lady of his acquaintance, who had 
received only the ordinary advantages of 
education, gave him the following item in 
her experience. A professional gentleman, 
an intimate friend and considerably her se- 
nior, said to her one day, not for the pur- 
pose of being complimentary, but because 
his curiosity was excited, and he really 
wanted to know: ‘‘ You seem to me better 
informed than almost any young lady I 
am acquainted with. Hardly any subject 
of conversation comes up, but you know 
something abouf it. You must have been 
educated with more than usual care, and I 
would like to know where you went to 
school, and what the course of study was ?”’ 
The whole secret of the matter was that 
the lady, having received a few years be- 


fore a copy of Jenkins’s Vest Pocket Lexi-: 


con, had been in the habit of carrying the 
book all the while about her, and when- 
ever in reading or conversation a word oc- 
curred the meaning of which was not fa- 
mniliar, out came the little book. In this 
way, her stock of knowledge constantly 
grew, and she became, almost without con- 
scious effort, a well informed woman. 

The little book which has been named 
is in itself something of a curiosity. By 
omitting all the common, familiar words of 
the language, the compiler was able to 
crowd all the unfamiliar, technical, and 
scientific terms into so small a space that 


one can literally carry the book in his vest 
pocket. As a book for the library or the 


table, it is worthless. But as a book to 
carry always about one’s person, it is worth 
twenty times its price to any one who will 
so carry it, and use it as did the young 
lady. 

The books of reference most needed in the 
family are the following : 


1. A good English Dictionary, of late 
date. They can be had of all sizes, from 
the small compends no bigger than one’s 
hand up to the unabridged quarto. In this 
matter, families have, of course, to consult 
their means. But a dictionary of some 
kind is the first book wanted after the 
family Bible. The large quarto contains a 
vast amount of information on almost every 
possible subject, besides the information 
about words. 

2. A good BibleConcordance. Here there 
is no competition of books. Cruden is the 
work universally accepted. It may be had, 
however, either in its full form, or in an 
abridgment. 

3. A good Gazetteer. Lippincott’s is so 
complete in its kind as to have driven all 
others out of the market. 


« 4, A good general Atlas. Here there is 
much latitude of choice. One which has a 
complete verbal index, naming the map 
in which each place is to be found, and 
giving its latitude and longitude, is to be 
preferred. 

5. A good Bible Dictionary. Smith’s, in 
all three of its forms, is excellent. 

6. Dictionaries of foreign languages, an- 
cient or modern, are valuable, even to those 
who are only English scholars. 

7. A good Encyclopedia. Appleton’s and 
Chambers’s are the chief. Zell’s, now in 
course of publication, will suit the wants of 
most families better than either of the 
others. 

8. A Biographical Dictionary. Dr. Tho- 
mas, who made Lippincott’s Gazetteer, has 
a biographical dictionary nearly completed, 
which will be of the same excellent and 
thorough character as his other work. 


9. Allibone’s Dictionary of Authors. Two 
volumes are now complete, and the third is 
in the printer’s hands. 

Of course, there is no end to the books of 
reference. We have mentioned a few of 
those most practically and generally im- 
portant. A family, that is well furnished 
with books of this kind, and that keeps 
alive among its members a habit of con- 
sulting these books whenever doubts arise, 
will inevitably be a well informed and in- 
telligent family. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Practical Sketches of Mission Sunday- 


School Work. 
6. WAITING FOR THE HARVEST. 


HE work that we have undertaken 

has its peculiar interest, but it has also 

its peculiar trials; the hardest of these to 

bear is the not infrequent, apparent failure 
of all our efforts. 

We must persuade the careless parents to 
allow their children to come to Sunday- 
school, we must clothe the little ones and 
teach them to behave properly and learn 
their lessons, we must sympathize with 
their uncertain, often erring, movements 
toward the right path, and, after we have 
done all this, a weary feeling that all is 
very little, often comes to discourage us. 
The all that can be done in one hour is very 
little ; it puts that little island in the great, 
rushing river of the week, sure to be swept 
away if it is not cared for; the barrier that 
saves it must be made with earnest, con- 
stant prayer and careful attention to the 
outside work that gives a teacher power 
with his scholars. After all this, after we 
have done all that we can do, here are our 
stubborn facts, often about the same, ex- 
cept in outward appearance, as when we 
first encountered them. One’s heart sinks 
sometimes, weighed down by the thought 
that all this effort has accomplished no- 
thing, since the deep places of the soul are 
untouched, and by the fear that it is for 
want of a more earnest leading, that these 
stray sheep yet wander outside the fold. 
No doubt we have reason to fear that the 
instruments have not been faithful to the 
guiding hand, when the work is not well 
done, but there are thoughts that should 
modify somewhat our self-reproach. 

We should remember that we are but the 
instruments, and must not take the work 
into our hands as if it were our own; it is 
honor and reward enough for anything 
that we can do, that we are privileged to 
help in the Master’s grand, good work ; we 
must not expect to manage it. He knows 
what may better be done by us, and for 
what he will use some other agency ; our 
care is to do our part with all the power he 
gives us, not to worry, lest the plan should 
not be carried out. 

Again, we need often to be reminded that 
we see very little. The impression made 
by our teaching may be deep and lasting, 
while we know nothing of it, and mourn- 
fully blame ourselves for failure. There 
have been many instances in which les- 
sons, learned with little thought of their 
meaning, have lain dormant in the mind 
tillsome great pressure of sorrow or temp- 
tation has roused the good seed to life; then 
the sufferer has found refuge in the truth, 
neglected and almost forgotten, taught by 
some obscure, discouraged worker in the 
vineyard of our Lord. 

Would we not be willing to do much 
hopeless-looking work, and bear many 
hours of discouragement, for such reward 
as that? 

Last and best, we serve a loving Master, 

#10 blesses our feeblest efforts far beyond 





their desert; who is so powerful, that he 
can over-rule our mistakes, and work even 
with our failures. The work done for him 
is full of hope and joy; its successes are 
many more than its defeats, and every suc- 
cess is for eternity. Let us so labor that 
we may be accepted of him, and leave all 
our doing in his hand. E. E. N. 
ects: 
For The Sunday-School Times, 


Weigh Well Your Excuses. 


T is curious to observe what flimsy ex- 
cuses suddenly become invested with 
great weight when the design is to evade 
the confinement and responsibility of Sun- 
day-school work. The prospect of possible 
absence from town; a state of health 
which, though it might not interfere with 
business or pleasure, would yet make atten- 
dance at the school very irregular; the in- 
terference of some household appointment 
with the school hour ; want of command of 
sufficient time for the preparation of the 
constantly recurring weekly lesson; these 
and kindred excuses are to the superinten- 
dent who is seeking a teacher, as invinci- 
ble as the armies of the ancient locusts. 
Each as tiny and inconsiderable as a single 
locust, yet the water of truth and the fire 
of love for Christ’s cause are as powerless to 
overcome their combined effects as the na- 
tural elements were to overcome the grass- 
hopper enemy of the East. Argument is 
of no avail. Suggestions of expedients fail 
of their mark. The need of the work is po- 
litely and possibly sincerely regretted, and 
the necessary teachers continue to be not 
forthcoming. 

Not every one, it is true, can engage in 
the Sunday-school work. Valid reasons 
can be given why some should not enter it. 
But when a pastor of most reasonable mind 
and moderate expectations complains, after 
long suffering, that but forty of his church 
are active in the work where, upon accurate 
computation, seventy-five ought to be, it 
may safely be assumed that some of the 
many pleas of inability are baseless as the 
fabric of a dream. 

If the will were fairly roused, ways and 
means would soon be found. It is useless 
to attack excuses. In these days when 
persecution for the truth’s sake exists no 
longer; when the profession of a certain 
degree of religion, if it may be so expressed, 
is popular rather than otherwise, it is 
thought to be a small matter to be a Chris- 
tian. But what does the profession of faith 
in Christ actually involve? Does it mean 
any less than the tribute of every faculty of 
mind, every affection of the heart, and 
every power of the body, together with all 
personal influence, all use of time and every 
aim and purpose conseerated wholly to the 
Lord, who has redeemed us? Accepting 
this view of our profession,—and who can 
can say it is too high ? does not the Sunday- 
school cause furnish rare facilities towards 
filling up the measure of our profession ? 
Even the office of the teacher he entrusts to 
us. Himself the divine Teacher, he promises 
his guidance through the Spirit and makes 
us recipients of rich supplies of instruction 








through this gracious means. Can any 
Christian afford to dispense with the faci- 
lities of growth thus offered? It is the 
running stream, not the stagnant pool, that 
dispenses health around it. Christ gives 
supplies of grace and truth that the reci- 
pients may give again to others. 

‘* Tt is almost impossible,’ said the pastor 
of a large and growing church in our hear- 
ing the other day, ‘‘ to get Sunday-school 
teachers even fora single Sabbath day in 
some cases of temporary absence. The ex- 
treme reluctance to the work seems, beyond 
the faithful few, unconquerable.’’ Would 
not the Christians of that church do well to . 
pray for will to do their duty? If the will 
were present, would not a way soon present 
itself? 


eo — 


The Best Brain Needed. 


BY MRS, J. F. WILLING. 


HE world will never be taken for Christ 

till the very best thinking is brought 
to bear upon problems of conquest. Good 
people too often do God’s work in stereo- 
typed modes—the same things in just the 
same way year after year, though every 
thing else has changed immeasurably, is- 
changing constantly, and for the better. 
The trouble is, the best brain of the Church 
is not entirely consecrated to the Master’s 
service. It tugs hard at worldly matters 
six days, and gives its remnant of strength 
to the Lord’s work on the seventh. 

Thinking has made the difference be- 
tween the creaking Red River ox-cart and 
the lightning express. One man thought 
a little way out on the line of mechanical 
burden-bearing. Another followed, reach- 
ed a trifle further, touched the limit of his 
power to master forces for locomotive use. 
Others did the same, till the engine glides 
over the track with the strength of scores 
of horses compressed into its steel sinews. 
All this from patient human thought, 
goaded to its best by mammon. The Sun- 
day-school, of all pieces of God’s enginery, 
needs the best thinking of the Church to 
perfect its efficiency. 

Too many of Christ’s followers fail to un-- 
derstand that he requires of them the best 
working force of heart and brain. Too 
many go away sorrowful because they have 
great possessions. This is quite as true of 
those who are rich in talent, culture, and 
taste, as of those who have only paltry dol- 
lars. None are more influential than they. 
None have greater temptations to self-con- 
fidence, high-headedness, and kindred un- 
christian tempers. They are apt to regard 
themselves a privileged order, conferring 
honor upon the Church in giving it their 
august countenance, and enriching it with 
their noble names; they must be excused 
from its drudgery. 

It is impossible to estimate the loss from 
this lack of consecration. These are they 
whom God made to lead the plodding mul- 
titudes to better plans and nobler achieve- 
ments. It is as if a master machinist 
would say to his firm, ‘‘I’ll give a little 
time every seventh day to your affairs; but 
now that I have acquired skill in this bu- 
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siness, I can use my week-days to better 
purpose for my own getting on.”’ 

No question is more vital to the success 
of Christ’s cause than how to hold people 
of talent to hard work for him. Letus 
think of how to hold them in Sabbath- 
school, as that is one of the most important 
workshops of the church. The terms of 
discipleship ‘are plain enough, ‘‘ Follow 
me;’’ not, ‘‘Give a tithe of your money, a 
scrap of your time, a pittance of your think- 
ing,” but yourself. ‘‘Ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with aprice.’’ ‘‘ Redeemed, 
a peculiar people, zealous of ‘good works.” 
The Church must insist that her members 
be Bible Christians. Protestants are shock- 
ingly remiss in enforcing the claims of re- 
ligion. Let them learn of Romanists. As 
usual they are ‘‘ wiser than the children of 
light.””, The Romish Church has a place 
and use for the talents and energies of all. 
- Artistic genius must paint pictures for her. 
Poets must write hymns. Has one Machia- 
vellian talent, he shall lay Jesuitical plots. 
Does he prefer prayers and fastings, hemay 
become a saint. Her entire enginery, 
molded and welded by centuries, is brought 
to bear upon this point: making every 
votary give his strength to her up-building. 
Let our ministers insist constantly upon 
this giving of self and all to the Master. 
Let them enforce their teaching by holy 
example. Let the terms be fully under- 
stood; and when gifted people come into 
the Church, they will come to work in the 
Sabbath-school, or anywhere. There is no 
trouble in getting consecrated souls to take 
heavy burdens. Their prayer soon grows 
to be, ‘‘O Lord, the largest work possible 
—allIcan stagger under!’’ Overseers of 
the flock must purpose definitely to crowd 
the more intellectual into the Sabbath- 
school work. To do this they must, of 
course, be themselves interested. The 
world makes heavy demands upon people 
of talent. Society pulls them. Business 
holds them. They come to the Sabbath 
just able to doze through a sermon or so. 
They need to understand that it is a ques- 
tion of life and death whether or not they 
will work for Christ. 

Others, often the most able, distrust their 
own powers. They are apt to be over- 
looked in the haste and clatter of our great 
itinerant machine. They must be found 
out and crowded out for strong work. 
Only definite purpose and special prayer 
can accomplish this. 

You have in your congregation a man of 
marked ability. Your pulpit reasonings 
and private admonitions glide off him like 
water from oiled paper. Open a battery of 
secret prayer upon his fortifications. The 
same Spirit that convicted him of sin can 
convince him of his neglect of duty. Get 
one or more of your best believers to pray 
specially for him. Ten chances to one, he 
willsurrender his worldliness, or diffidence, 
and go to work. It will be a good invest- 
ment of effort. He will be worth more to 
the Church, with his great heart and large 
brain consecrated, than ten ordinary con- 
verts. 


When you get him into the Sabbath- 





school, see to it that he has such work as 
suits his talent and taste. 

These difficult questions must yield to 
resolute will and trustful prayer.—Sunday- 
School Journal. 








For The Sunday-School Times 


THE MICHIGAN 
State Sunday-School Association. 
How They Do Their Work. 


HE following ‘* Document Number One’”’ 

is sent widely over the State of Michigan 
by the earnest men who compose her Execu- 
tive Committee. It is addressed ‘Zo All Sab- 
bath-&chool Workers,’’ and is as sensible and 
wise as it is earnest. Similar efforts in every 
State would wonderfully increase the interest 
and power of the cause. We hope that Docu- 
ments Number Two and Three to Twenty will 
bo issued, if necessary, tillevery church mem- 
ber in the State is roused to his and her duty 
ani privilege in gathering and feeding the 
lambs. But here is the Document: 


EAR BROTHER: The Executive Com- 

mittee of the State Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation herewith present you a statement of 
purposes and the outline of operations plan- 
ned for the current year, and ask your co- 
operation therein. 


Our Purposes. 


It is not conceived to be the province of this 
Committee to go into the field to organize 
schools, but rather to enlist laborers, stimulate 
the zeal and activity of those already engaged, 
and do what they can to increase the efficiency 
ofall. It is our earnest desire that the seve- 
ral denominations redouble their efforts, and 
more perfectly organize and systematize their 
work. We desire to strengthen the bands ex- 
isting between the Society and the various 
county organizations in which the denomina- 
tions labor in conjunction, and to secure the 
formation of branch Societies in every county 
in the State. Weshalllabor for the building 
up of no single denomination, but for the ge- 
neral quickening and encouragement of Sab- 
bath-school laborers, all over the State. 


Our Plan. 


We have already divided the State into 
eleven districts, in each of which we hope to 
have during the yeara Grand Sunday-School 
Revival Meeting. 

These districts, with a central place in each, 
in which it is suggested that such a meeting 
be held, are as follows: 


No. 1—Branch, Hillsdale, Lenawee and Mon- 
roe Counties, at Hillsdale, 

No. 2—Berrien, Cass and Vanburen, at Do- 
wagiac. 

. 3—Allegan, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and 
Calhoun, at Kalamazoo. 

. 4—Barry, Eaton, Ingham and Jackson, 
at Charlotte. 

. 5—Ottawa, Kent, Ionia, and counties 
north, at Grand Rapids. 


No. 6—Clinton, Gratiot and Shiawassee, at 
Owosso, 

No. 7—Saginaw, Isabella, Midland and Bay, 
at Midland. 

No. 8—Genesee, Oakland and Livingston, at 
Fenton. 

No. 9—Macomb, St. Clair, Sanilac and Hu- 


ron, at Port Huron. 





No. 10—Tuscola and Lapeer, at Lapeer. 
No. 11—Wayne and Washtenaw, at Ypsilanti. 


Mr. G. H. Botsford will initiate the work by 
making the preliminary arrangements for the 
first meeting, and to this end will visit va- 
rious localities, and the Committee earnestly 
solicit the active co-operation of all ministers 
and superintendents to aid him in his work. 


What We Hope to Accomplish. 


As the result of these efforts, we hope that 
the various churches within the districts will 
be induced to see to it that the talent which is 
rusting be called into service, that every 
Church of Jesus Christ be made a centre, 
around which there shall be kept clustered as 
many Sunday-schoolsas there are suitable out- 
stations and school districts, which can be 
reached by its members, or rather that the 
entire territory is cultivated around them, ex- 
tending out until they reach the territory of 
some adjacent Church. 

Another agency, both aiding and supple- 
menting, this, is 


County Organizations. 


These we consider as peculiarly our care, 
and concerning them we would say a few 
words: Ist, If in any given county the 
churches within the county are fully occupy- 
ing the field as above indicated, what a grand 
idea it would be for all the workers to come 
together once a year, and look over the field, 
see what victories had been gained, what de- 
feats suffered; compare methods of working, 
and stir each other up to faith and better 
works. This, indeed, is our beau ideal of such 
a County Convention. 2d. There will be much 
work in some counties to which no particular 
Church will set itself. How shall this be done? 
By united effort is our answer, and the way of 
working proposed is this: Let the County 
Convention gain the fullest possible know- 
ledge of the wants of the county, and then 
commence the work of meeting those wants, 
Sometimes it can be done by enlisting a num- 
ber of volunteer laborers, who will each agree 
to look after a certain township, and see that 
a school is organized and sustained in every 
practicable place, and that the county organi- 
zation is kept advised of the condition of the 
schools in that town. In other cases the 
County Society may find it expedient to em- 
ploy a person to organize new schools where 
needed. 

In any case where a Society enters upon 
this work, it should do it in the following 
way: The visitor having found, or had point- 
ed out, adestitute place, goes from house to 
house, talks with parents and children, makes 
an appointment for a meeting, sets before 
them the idea and work of the Sabbath-school, 
and, if possible, organizes them into a Sab- 
bath-school, When a school is thus organized, 
it is to be left entirely to the judgment of the 
people in the locality whether it shall be a Me- 
thodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational, 
Episcopal, or Union school; but the Committee 
strongly recommend that wherever practica- 
ble it be attached to and placed under the 
care of some one Church. 


At the close of, or in connection with, each 
of the district meetings, the Executive Com- 
mittee desire to make it sure that every county 
in the district is or will be thus organized. 

A portion, or all, of the Committee will seek 
to attend each of the meetings. 

Do not fail to attend the meeting in your 
district, and learn of the newest and best me- 
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thods of work, and become imbued with the 
spirit that makes work a privilege. 
Fraternally yours, 
E. Otngy, Ann Arbor, Chairman, 
S1nas FARMER, Detroit, Secretary. 
G. H. BotsForD, Hillsdale, Treasurer. 
D. Putnam, Ypsilanti. 
L. C. Storrs, East Saginaw. 


Oo or 


Untaught Teachers, 


PA wrote to Timothy of some as ‘‘ de- 

siring to be teachers of the law,’’ while 
**understanding neither what they say nor 
whereof they affirm.’’ If he were to in- 
spect some of our modern Sunday-schools, 
is there not painful reason to believe that 
he would find many engazed in teaching, 
or trying to teach, on whom the same se- 
vere judgment would have to be passed? 
It is, indeed, melancholy that such should 
be the case; but more than that, it isshame- 
ful that Christian churches should permit 
it to be so, when the remedy for the evil is 
within their reach. 

It must be apparent to the least thought- 
ful, that the success of Sunday-school work 
depends almost wholly upon the capability 
and Christian faithfulness of the teachers. 
The best superintendent in the world, the 
best singing, the best library, the best sys- 
tem of conducting the school, will not sup- 
ply the lack of good class instruction. Itis 
in the class that the real work is done; all 
the rest is but secondary business, designed 
to attract and interest scholars by giving 
variety to the service. Why is it, then, 
that so little attention is paid tothe matter 
of competency in the choice of teachers? 
Superintendents, pastors, and all Chris- 
tians interested in the cause, would do well 
to ask themselves the question. Perhaps: a 
little pondering on it might lead to the re- 
formation that is sogreatly needed. 

Were the real grounds on which many 
appointments are made seriously reflected 
upon, they would be found sufficiently lu- 
dicrous. For instance: Miss So-and-So 
wants to take a class, and the superinten- 
dent at once places her in charge of one. If 
asked why he did so—‘‘ Well, she wanted 
to teach; she is a member of the church, 
and I am short of teachers, and can’t refuse 
those who offer.’’ But is she competent? 
To that question it is doubtful if, in nine 
cases out of ten, the superintendent can re- 





turn a satisfactory answer. For all he 
knows, she may neither understand what | 
she says, nor whereof she affirms, when 
trying to unfold the Word of Life to im- 
mortal souls. And yet he has appointed | 
her to the task, apparently, in total disre- | 
gard of the solemn fact that on the question | 
of her Christian fitness and ability to in- 
struct may depend the eternal well-being 
of those so carelessly committed to her 
charge. The writer has even known of 
cases where unbelievers—in the gospel sense 
—have been appointed to classes merely to 
interest them in the school. 


The real power of the Sunday-school, as 
a means of instructing and converting the 
young, will never be fully developed until 
this radical defect is thoroughly remedied 





It were better, by far, that the superinten- 
dent, or the pastor acting as superintendent, 
should assume entire charge of the instruc- 
tion of the school, than that unworthy, in- 
competent, or unbelieving teachers should 
be employed to do that which, in the very 
nature of things, they cannot do. 
too much at stake to leave matters at such 


loose ends.— The Examiner and Chronicle. 
- or 


PREPARATORY TRAINING NECESSARY.— 
‘gnorance cannot teach. Untrained work- 
men may do damage. The blind cannot 
lead the blind. Shall one be trained to 
teach arithmetic, and shall not the Sunday- 
school teacher be trained to teach the Word 
of God? Poor mortals will teach defec- 
tively even with the best of training. Shall 


they therefore have no training at all? 
oo eo 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
A Young Teacher’s Experience. 


{Some months since we published a letter 
from a young Christian to her teacher, which 
was blessed to the encouragement of others. 
We now add another from the same source. } 


Y DEAR FRIEND:—I thought I must 
write and tell you how happy I am. I 
feel all the time like singing the song: 


I will sing for Jesus, 

With His blood He bought me; 
And all along m; pilgrim way, 

His loving hand hath breught me. 


Can there overtake me 
Any dark disaster, 
While I sing for Jesus, 


My blessed, blessed Master? 4 


I had turned away from Him, had been look- 


ing at myself, instead of ‘‘ looking unto 
Jesus,” and oh how dark it was to me last 
week! Itseemed as if He had hid His face 
entirely from me. I prayed and prayed, and 
yet my soul felt no better. When you spoke 
in the evening, I listened to every word that 
fell from your lips, and when you read, ‘‘ He 
that believeth on the Son of God hath the wit- 
ness in himself; he that believeth not God, 
hath made Him a liar,’ it flashed upon me 
that I had been making God a liar; I whom 
He had watched over so long, had been doubt- 
ing Him; and my soul was darker yet. Oh how 
I struggled and prayed to overcome the dark- 
ness. Imadeup my mind I would not sleep un- 
til I conquered it; thus I prayed half the night, 
when suddenly it seemed as if the darkness 
was entirely removed, and such a sweet rest 
came to me, I couldjnot sleep, but Oh, felt so 
happy, and something seemed to say, ‘‘ Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.’”’ I have been thinking 
to-day how He has answered my prayers, al- 
ways when I have prayed with all my heart. 
When I first hoped I was a Christian, I made 
up my mind to pray every day for my Sun- 
day-school class and certain others, indivi- 
dually, that they might trust Jesus as their 
Saviour. A. A. was one, A. 8S. another, A. V. 
another, and they you know, have all profess- 
ed to live for Him. E.S. is another. I. S. was 
over yesterday, and told me that Emma is go- 
ing to join the church the next communion, 
that she has never seen such a change in 
any one before; may it not have some effect 
on her? When old Mr. N went away,— 
(you remember him, don’t you?)—he sent me 





There is | 





a note, saying, ‘I read with marked attention 
the little book, ‘Don’t You Love Christ?’ 
May my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth if I am not truly sincere when I de- 
clare to you, that I will, with Elis assistance, 
endeavor to serve Him for the remainder of my 
days; and I solicit not only your prayers, but 
those of your friends, that I may be sustained 
in this determination.’’ And yet, after all 
these answers to my prayers, I doubted my 
Father’s love and care forme. Pray for me, 
that I may never do so again. 


“For us whatever's undergone, 
Thou knowest, willest what is done, 
Grief may be joy misunderstood: 
Only the good discern the good. 

I trust Thee while my days go on. 


“T praise Thee while my days go on; 

I love Thee while my days go on. 
Through derk and dearth, through fire and frost, 
With emptied arms and treasure lost, 

I thank Thee while my days go on.” 

. T. 


—_—— 


Sunday-School Antelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 








Oregon State Convention.—Our second 
annual State Convention is to be held the lat- 
ter part of the first week in October, in this 
city, Portland. We desire very much that 
one or two of your prominent Sunday-school 
workers in the Atlantic States could be in- 
duced to make a flying trip over the moun- 
tains to help us in this glorious work. We. 
are in special need of just such assistance now. 
Who will come? W. P. A. 

Portland, Oregon. 


Pennsylvania State Sabbath-School As-= 
sociation—Interesting Pamphlet.—Free!!— 
A good-sized, neat pamphlet, containing a 
brief but very interesting outline of the pro- 
ceedings of the late Harrisburg Convention, 
is now in course of completion. It will con- 
tain, besides the proceedings including reports 
from nearly all the counties, a complete list of 
the delegates in attendance, a list of the offi- 
cers for 1870-71; a copy of the Constitution, 
and list of the moneyed subscriptions made 
at the Convention. It will be a valuable docu- 
ment for all friends of the cause in the State. 
As soon as it is out a copy will be sent to any 
one, free of charge, who will send his or her 
name (with stamp to prepay postage) to Lewis 
D. Vail, Esq, State Sunday-School Secretary, 
703 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. 





Philadelphia.—The new Baptist Mission 
school lately referred to in these columns, is 
an offshoot of the Tenth Baptist ehurch, Rev. 
J. Spencer Kennard, pastor. It is located at 
the Hall Northeast corner of Twelfth street 
and Montgomery avenue. The enterprise is 
named the ‘‘Kennard Sunday-School Mis- 
sion.”’ 

THE second Autumnal Re-union of the 
Bible School of the Fifth Baptist Church, 
will be held on Saturday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 24th, at 24 o’clock, in Horticultu- 
ral Hall. The Committee who have it in 
charge design to make it a very pleasant social 
entertainment. They have engaged the Satter- 
lee Band to discourse delightful music, and to 
lead the school in some appropriate hymns. 
The superintendent will give a cheering 
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word of welcome on behalf of the teachers. 
Tie Rey. Dr. Henson will make a speech 
suited to the occasion. Abraham Martin, Esq., 
and other prominent Sunday-school men are 
expected to be present. Tickets will be fur- 
nished to all connected with the school. Other 
persons can procure tickets from any of the 
teachers, or at the door. 





York County, Penna.—An interesting and 
enthusiastic Convention of Sunday-schools of 
the county, was held in the United Brethren 
church, in Dover, September 3d. J. B. Baugh- 
man was chosen President. Reports of super- 
intendents on the condition of their schools 
were an interesting feature. Beautiful hymns 
were well sung throughout the exercises. 
Several timely topics were well discussed. 
The Parents’ Duty to the Sunday-school re- 
eeived particular attention, and ‘‘ Should Sun- 
day-schools be contined all the Year?’’ The 
latter question was very evidently decided in 
the affirmative. The following list of officers 
was chosen for the ensuing year :—President, 
Rev. A. Rudisill; Vice Presidents, S. Stouch 
and L. Eisenhart; Recording Secretary, D. 
Simon ; Corresponding Secretary, H. H. Spahr; 
Assistant Secretary, Alonzo Picking; Treasu- 
rer, John Julius. 





Brooklyn, L. I.—Almost all our schools 
have now re-opened for the fall and winter 
campaign. The rooms begin to look full. The 
interest seems to be fresh and earnest. We 
trust that good work for the Master may be 
done in all our schools from this time on, and 
that from every school there will be many to 
give their fresh young hearts away to Jesus. 
The last monthly meeting of our Brooklyn 
Sund‘ty-School Union was held in the First 
Reformed Church in Joralemon street. It was 
a@ very good and interesting meeting. Mr. 
McGee presided. The Rev. George F. Cattell, 
of the Sands Street Methodist Episcopal 
ehurch, made the address of the evening. His 
subject was the fruits of the Sunday-school, 
aid the best meai.sof procuringthem. It was 
a duty to make Sabbath-school work pleasing, 
to divest it of all that tends to depress and dis- 
eourage. Sunday-school ‘‘ Sociables’’ were an 
important aid ; working alone wasadrag. He 
was gratified that increased attention was paid 
to the taste of children, and to having their ima- 
gination cultivated. There was no quality of 
the mind so valuable to be worked upon. A 
few years ago it was thought sufficient to culti- 
vate only the understanding, which children 
really possess in the lowest degree only. For 
generations it was never sought to teach the 
imagination of children. He described the 
change in theological instruction, from the 
time when children were told of that “awful 
God, who frowned down on the Sunday- 
sehool in gloomy anger, to the God they were 
now told of, who was kind, smiling, and loved 
his childsen.”’ ‘‘ Instead of the perpetually 
bleeding cross,’’ said he, they were taught of 
the Saviour, who takes them to hisarms. He 
then described an old-time picnic. So deco- 
rous, the children cautioned to be very proper 
and quiet, marched two by two to the woods, 
given an address on theology, then a little 
eake, and then packed home again. They 
should be taught that they can love God and 
still be happy. It was not letting down but 
improving their character. He told the expe- 
Fience of himself and a friend who went to 
ehurch once, under the old dispensation. It 
meade the other man an infidel, and he ney 








hearda church bell ring but it gave him a cold 
sweat. He concluded with an earnest plea to 
make religion attractive to children. 

Mr. Woodruff then introduced Col. Griffin, 
an exile to England, who said he hoped soon 
to return to this happy land (America) and felt 
for the time exiled. He loved her institu- 
tions, he loved her Sunday-schools and Sunday- 
school teachers. He drew a picture of the dif- 
ferent modes of Sunday-schools in the two 
countries, showing points of difference and 
superiority in each over the other, but on the 
whole seemed to think America ahead. 

The following named committee was then on 
motion of Mr. G. A. Brett, chosen by accla- 
mation to nominate officers of the Union for 
the.ensuing year, the committee to report at 
the October meeting: G. A. Brett, of the Re- 
formed church; Samuel U. F. Odell, M. E. 
church; Peter Wyckoff, Brptist; D. M. Som- 
ers, Episcopal; C. H. H. Pennell, Puritan 
Congregational ; and L. C. Hill, Presbyterian. 

J. R. M. 





Bridgeton, N. J.—A Normal Institute for 
the Sunday-school teachers of Bridgeton Dis- 
trict of the New Jersey Methodist Episcopal 
Conference, will be held at Millviile, Septem- 
ber 20th, 2ist and 22d. The Rev. B. C. Lippin- 
cott, Recording Secretary for the Union State 
Association, will be conductor, and Prof. W. 
G. Fischer, of Philadelphia, Musical Director. 
A time of great interest and protit is expected. 
The programme teems with good things. 
Seven sessions in all will be held, with a chil- 
dren’s meeting as one of the features. 





New Brunswick, N. J.—The First Dutch 
Reformed church of this city, has laid the foun- 
dation for a new Sunday-school and lecture- 
room building. The corner-stone was laid on 
Wednesday, Sept. 14. 





Washington County, N. Y.—The Baptist 
Sunday-School Convention for this county 
was held at Sandy Hill, on the last days of 
August. Thirty schools were represented. 
EK. J. Smith, of Granville, presided. R. C. 
Cooke, of Whitehall, the County Secretary of 
the general State Association, was an active 
worker in the Convention. C. B. Stout, of 
New Brunswick, wasalso actively present. He 
conducted an Institute as a prominent feature 
of the occasion. It was altogether a good 
meeting. 





Albany, N. ¥Y.—The State Street Presbyte- 
rian Sabbath-school, of Albany, is one of the 
largest and most flourishing in New York. 
They have just sustained a severely felt loss in 
the resignation of their beloved pastor, Rev. 
George C. Heckman, D. D., one of the most 
active Sunday-school workers in the city. On 
his leaving to accept the Presilency of Hano- 
ver College, Indiana, the officers and teachers 
of the Sabbath-school testified their apprecia- 
tion of his servicesin a series of resolutions, 
and presented him with a gold chronometer 
watch and chain, as atoken of their love and 
esteem. 





Monster Sabbath-Schools.—The Presbyte- 
rian has culled from the General Assembly’s 
latest minutes many interesting facts concern- 
ing the church and Sabbath-school member- 
ship of the re-united Presbyterian church. It 
presents the fo!lowing list of large Sunday- 
sehools: 

Our monster Sabbath-schools are the follow- 
ing:—Second church, St. Louis, 1,650 mem 





bers; Bethany, Philadelphia, 1604; Fourth 
Avenue, New York, 1,500; First Chicago, 
1,452; Scranton, Pa., 1,330; Lafayette Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., 1,300; Brick, New York, 
1,220; Madison Square, New York, 1,200; 
Calvary, St. Louis, 1,150; Allen Street, New 
York, 1,071; Mercer Street, New York, 1,050; 
Cohocksink, Philadelphia, 1,021; State Street, 
Albany, N. Y., 1,005; East, Buffalo, N. Y., 
1,000; Wilkesbarre, Pa., 1,000; Seventh, New 
York, 1,000. 





ASunday-School Re-union.—The re-union 
of the scholars, teachers, superintendents, and 
all connected with the Old Zion’s church near 
Kreidersville, Northampton county, Pa., was 
a great and happy success. Fully 1,500 per- 
sons were present. Addresses very full of 
most interesting reminiscences, and both elo- 
quent and impressive, were delivered by 
several speakers. The instrumental and vocal 
music was fine—the Allentown Cornet Band 
adding to this feature. Many sacred memo- 
ries and sweet associations were stirred up by 
the gathering. The hospitality of the citizens 
was of the most tender and considerate kind, 
and abounded to all. The day and the occa- 
sion will always be memorable in the history 
of the church and school. Four arbor vitse 
trees were planted in the entrances of the 
grave yard by old members of the school and 
congregation in commemoration of the day. 
The church was presented with a communion 
set; a sofa and two chairs for the altar, a bell 
for the Sunday-school, and the superintendent 
and teachers with acopy of The Sunday-School 
Times for one year. Harrison Weaver, of New 
York, several pastors from Philadelphia, and 
prominent persons from Allentown were 
present and participated in the truly delightful 
exercises, 





Boston.—The Sabbath-school teachers of 
Jamaica Plain, near Boston, have formed a 
Sabbath-School Union with B. W. Williams 
as President. Quarterly meetings will be held, 
and an Institute in September. 

Swampscott, Mass.—The fourth annual 
Convention of the Essex South Sabbath-School 
Association, holds two sessions this week in 
the Congregational church of Swampscott. 
The programme which is before us, lays out a 
practical and instructive course of exercises. 








London, England.—At a May meeting of 
the Sunday-School Union, it was stated in the 
report that the twelve metropolitan auxiliaries 
this year return 766 schools, 16,814 teachers, 
and 191,495 scholars, and the 165 country unions 
return 2,910 schools, 71,715 teachers, and 549,- 
303 scholars, the total showing an increase on 
last year of 151 schools, 1,860 teachers, and 
81,790 scholars. The increase in London 
amounts to 49 schools, 740 teachers, and 10,280 
scholars, and in the country to 4 unions, 102 
schools, 1,120 teachers, and 21,510 scholars. Of 
the teachers connected with the London auxi- 
liaries, 84 per cent., and of those belonging to 
the country unions 72 per cent. are members 
of Christian churches, while 76 per cent. of the 
metropolitan teachers, and 84 per cent. of the 
country teachers were formerly Sunday scho- 
lars. The number of scholars reported to 
have joined Christian churches during the past 
year from the London schools is 2,058, and 
from the country schools 7,012, making a total 
of 9,070, being slightly in advance of the num- 
ber reported last year, and amounting to about 


12 per 1,000 of the total number of scholars in 
the connected schools. 
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HARPER’S HAND-BOOK FOR TRAVELLERS IN Ev- 
ROPE AND THE EAstT: Being a Guide through Great 
Britain and Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Italy, Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Greece, 
Switzerland, Tyrol, Spain, Russia, Denmark, and 
Swkden. By W. Pembroke Fetridge. With Maps 
and Plans of Cities, corrected up to 1870. Ninth 
year. New York: Harper & Brothers. The enter- 
prise and liberality of the publishers have made 
this Hand-Book the most perfect thing of the kind 
in existence. There is nothing in Europe to com- 
pete with it, and certainly nothing in this country. 
It is facile princeps among the guide-books of the 
world. For this reason no European traveller 
thinks of going abroad without it. At least one 
copy must bein the possession of his party. The 
present edition, reaching the ninth year of its pub- 
lication, has been brought fully up to May, 1870, 
with every possible addition and correction, and 
with many new maps and plans of cities, &c., &c, 
The data from which the book is made are not sup- 
plied from hearsay, but ure the actual collections 
of the author himself, who resides in Europe, and 
gives himself up to the care of this one work. We 
cannot particularize a tithe of the points included 
init. Skeletontours are marked out, full though 
brief descriptions of objects of interest, natural, 
historical, artistic, social, are given,—in short, 
everything that a traveller needs to be informed 
about, to make his tour in the first place possible 
at all,and next to make it with most thoroughness, 
comfort, economy, instruction, and delight. We 
would as soon go to sea without a compass as go to 
Europe and the East without Harper’s Hand-Book. 
Clergymen and congregations looking Eastward 
should put this diefum upon file for next summer’s 
use! But travellers are not the only persons inte- 
rested in this paragraph. We believe thatall stay- 
at-home readers may obtain from a book like this 
more vivid and satisfactory descriptions of Europe 
as it is, than they can obtain from any other one 
source. One may really gain the reputation of 
being a travelled man, if he aspires to that ambi- 
tion, by a perusal of this complete Book. Asa 
work of reference, also, it should be in every gen- 
tleman’s library. Acomplete railroad and outline 
map of Europe is of course included. The work is 
suitably. bound in Turkey morocco, with tuck and 
pouch, and thus made flexible and durable for fre- 
quent and lasting use. 

WoORK-DAY CHRISTIANITY; or, The Gospel in the 
Trades. By Alexander Clark. With an introduc- 
tory note by William Cullen Bryant. Philadel- 
phia: Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. In this ex- 
quisitely fashioned book the laborer and his labor 
are exalted into worthy prominence, One is sur- 
prised to see the rich lessons of high spiritual and 
moral significance that the author educes from his 
subjects,—subjects usually passed by as too com- 
mon-place in the search for texts to illustrate the 
higher life. In aseries of eleven chapters, the au- 
thor takes The Carpenter, The Mason, The Brick- 
layer, The Founder, The Machinist, The Potter, 
The Glassmaker, The Pilot, The Printer, The Wea- 
ver, and The Day Laborer, and from the methods 
and processes of their several arts, teaches lessons 
of spiritual and esthetic beauty and wisdom such 
as only a thcughtful and refined mind could draw. 
The author's style is very alluring. It aboundsin 
bits of sententious beauty. He has wrought a good 
and beautiful work. It is a tribute to the trades 
that ought to be widely appreciated, In a cheaper 
form these sermons, as they arein reality, would 
do good amongst the masses. But the elegant form 
in which the book appears is atoncea compliment 
to the subject, and will be a compliment to the 
working classes wherever it is admitted as among 
the handsomest books on their tables, 

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF WONDERS. The 
publishers, Charles Scribner & Co., of New York, 
have resumed the issue of their splendid series of 
wonder-books by the addition of a fourteenth vo- 
lume, entitled “Lighthouses and Lightships: A 
Descriptive and Historical Account of their mode 
of Construction and Organization.” It is written 
ina most graphic style, by that favorite descrip- 
tive writer, W. H. Davenport Adams, Sixty illus- 
trations, from photographs and other sources, em- 





bellish and enrich the work, which, in its interest- 
ing popular form, is exhaustive of the whole sub- 
ject. We are again constrained to express our high 
estimate of books of the sort that compose this 
Library of Wonders. They have an important 
mission in popular education. They are all writ- 
ten in a plain, untechnical style, and may be con- 
sidered as accurate and reliable, and at the same 
time comprehensive and interesting expositions 
of the subjects of which they respectively treat. 
The abounding illustrations in them are a wonder- 
ful help to the clearest perceptions of the ebjects 
described, and make the books alike attractive to 
young and old. For the family library, for use as 
prizes in schools, as a fund of illustrations for tea- 
chers, and, we may add, as pioneers of the young 
into a department of more truly valuable reading 
than fiction, even fiction with ahigh moral purpose, 
these books are to be warmly commended. Even 
for the Sabbath-school library, they ought to dis- 
place a large per cent. (we are afraid to estimate 
how large!) of the mere sentimental moral and re- 
ligious fictions that fill up its shelves. All educa- 
tors of the young should urge the widest circula- 
tion and perusal of these books. 


WALTER ENNIS. By Rev. George B. Taylor. 
Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 
This story is one of more than usual interest and 
ability. Its chief object is to givea truthful and 
life-like picture of the Baptists in Virginia during 
the time of its colonial existence. Walter Ennis, 
the hero of the story, is a young Virginian of good 
family, who is converted under the influence of 
the celebrated Baptist preacher, Samuel Harris. 
The story is throughout a warm vindication‘of the 
claims of the denomination under whose auspices 
it is published, and therefore is not one which the 
schools of other denominations would select. At 
the same time, these claims are put forth in a ca- 
tholic spirit, and without detraction of others. 
The pictures which it gives of the evangelical la- 
bors of the early Baptists in Virginia, are such as 
will interest any one who loves the cause ofa liv- 
ing faith. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF Eton, By an Etonian. Niw 
York: Harper & Brothers. A book’something like 
Tom Brown’s Days at Rugby, only fuller of school- 
boy tricks and frolics. The book contains a lively 
picture of the way in which college boys in Eng- 
land torment each other and theirteachers. It 
will probably be a greater favorite with college 
students than with their Professors, 

THE GOLDEN HI ts: A Taleof the Irish Famine, 
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
In this truthful story we have a very graphic de- 
scription of the state of Ireland in the days of her 
latest agrarian troubles,and during the years of 
the terrible potato blight. The story is well writ- 
ten and of exciting interest. It furnishes a most 
impressive sketch of Irish social life, in its lowest 
phases of ignorance, superstition and lawlessness, 
and teaches many good lessons in the course of 
the narrative. The book is suitable for the Sabbath- 
school library. 

SUNSHINE; or, Kate Vinton. By Harriet B. Me- 
Keever. Philadelphia: J. P. Skelly & Company. 
A deeply interesting story of girl-life at school, 
and in ordinary social surroundings, Its aim is of 
the best, and the lessons inculcated important, but 
they are not always enforced with strength and 
naturalness. Some of the positions are very me- 
chanical, and the situations strained for effect. 
Yet the general impression left upon the young 
reader is good, and the story is useful in its ten- 
dency. The principal character is a young girl, 
who,in the midst of much human weakness, is 
still, by grace, enabled to show acheerful, sunny 
disposition, and to recommend the Christian life 
by the brightness which she sheds in her path, 
Her religion is evidently not that of the gloomy 
ascetic; nor is it that of the gay butterfly. Itis of 
a kind that exhibits its superiority over the gilded 
pleasures of a gaudy worldliness. 

THE SILVER Sona. A Choice Collection of New 
Sabbath-school Music. By W. A. Ogden. Toledo, 
Ohio: W. W. Whitney. A new claimant of the at- 
tention of Sabbath-school choristers and singers. 
It is divided into ‘general class songs” for the 
schoolat large, “infant class songs” anda “solo and 
chorus department” for the Sunday-school and 
home circle. This arrangement is an advantage. 
The words, so far as we have examined them, are 





well adapted to the spiritual needs of the Sabbath- 
School, and have a generalserious and devotional 
air. Many of the tunes strike us as fresh and 
pleasing, and such as the children will easily take 
to. There is an unusual number of original pieces 
in the collection, which, on the whole, notwith- 
standing the great number of such works, deserves 
the respectful and favorable consideration of Sab- 
bath-schools, 

THE INFANT SuUNDAY-ScHooL. By Alice W. 
Knox and Charles E. Knox. With Appendix by 
the Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D. New York: Broughton & 
Wyman. As the teacher of an infant-school we 
may say, from some experience, that this little 
book is useful and suggestive. It is not as full and 
comprehensive as we should like, and as most tea- 
chers will expect; still its simple directions and 
suggestions will be found tobe of real practical 
service. Its responses, suggestive course of lessons 
with simple catechisms, its well selected hymns 
for the little ones, some seventy odd, and its more 
detailed descriptions and hintsin the Appendix, 
by Mr. Vincent, all make up a manual for which 
infant-class teachers will thank the authors and 
publishers. The authors believe in forming the in- 
fant-school into separate classes, to be briefly 
taught by separate teachers,—the superintendent, 
however, having the most to do of the oral instruc- 
tion. 

SUNDAY-ScHOOL TEACHING. ByS. V.R. Ford. 
New York: Carleton & Lanahan. An instructive 
tract for Sunday-school teachers, issued by the 
Sunday-school Department of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and full of good hints and sugges- 
tions, calculated tomake wiser and better teachers 
of all who will read and follow its directions. 

ZELL’S POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA and Universal 
Dictiqnary, including History, Biography, Geogra- 
phy, Science, Arts, Language, &c. Edited by L. 
Colange. Published by 7. Ellwood Zell, Philadel- 
phia. This valuable work has reached page 480 
of the second volume, and the letters NIPP. 
Singularly, among the articlesin the last part, No. 
42, are the following timely‘ones: ‘* Napoleon,’”’ 
“National Assembly,” ‘‘ National Guard,” ‘* Nee- 
dle-Gun”—with full explanation and drawing, 
“* Nicholas’? Emperor of all the Russias, &c. Among 
the other articles are: “ Natural Bridge’’ Virginia, 
“Niagara,” ‘“‘New York’’—with drawings of its 
natural curiosities—and ‘‘New York City” with 
drawings of public buildings, &c., of note, ‘‘ New 
Jersey,’ &c. This number will give some idea of 
the character of the work, which is truly compre- 
hensive in its scope and usefulness. 

EveRY SATURDAY, for September 10th, is one of 
the handsomest Illustrated Papers ever issued. It 
contains European War Pictures,—The Baden Pri- 
soners taken at Niederbronn; French Soldiers 
Bathing at Nancy; A Prussian Outpost; Saarbruck; 
and Some Recruits for the South German Army, 
It has, besides, fine portraits of Mademoiselle Sessi 
and George W. Childs of the Philadelphia Ledger ; 
a beautiful art picture, Morning in the Desert; and 
three admirable summer pictures,—A Picnic in 
the Woods, by A. Hoppin; Summer Days, by W. 
J. Hennessy; and On the Beach at Long Branch, 
by C.G. Bush. Every Saturday is a first-class fa- 
mily pictorial paper. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Oo. 

HARPER’S MONTHLY MAGAZINE for October is 
already out. The leading illustrated paper is a 
most interesting sketch by Lyman Abbott, of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association work in this 
country. Weextract from it in another column. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. $4a year. 

THE THREE BROTHERS: A Novel. By Mrs. Oli- 
phant. Illustrated. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
One of the publishers’ octavo series of select no- 
vels. The story of The Three Brothers does not 
belong to the class of fictions whose interest de- 
pends upon sensations and exciting situations, It 
isa life-like picture of human character and ac- 
tions, and displays much skill and power. 

THE YOUNG DUKE. By the Right Hon. Benjamin 
Disraeli. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Another 
of this distinguished author’s excursions into the 
realm of fiction. Evidence of a strong, well stored, 
well trained mind, and of a keen, shrewd, obser- 
vant habit appears in all Disraeli’s writings. 

STANDARD PHONOGRAPHIC VISITOR. New York : 
Andrew J. Graham. A journal interesting and va- 
luable to every phonographer. $3 a year. $l a 
quarter, 
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Adbertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Rt ts our purpose and determination not to admit into 
& anything of an objectionable character, under any 
etreumstances whatever. Ali advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO0., 


PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 


The Teacher’s Text-Books; 
KNOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. 


In Two Volumes. 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 








Without question, these are the best books for the 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been 
published. They contain the result of years of ex- 
perience in the management of this important de- 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there is 
no one who has charge of a class of Little Ones but 
would be benefitted by the use of them, They are 
entitled; : : 


Vol. I. A Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


Vol. II. A Second Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 





Now Ready. 
The New Prize Books. 
BOTH SIDES of the STREET, 


MOTH AND RUST. 


These volumes are in response to the offer made 
in the autumn of 1869. Three hundred and thirteen 
volames in manuscript were received, embracing 
eontributions from nearly every Statein the Union 
and from the Canadas. The twoselected by the 
eommittee of award,as fully meeting the condi- 
tions of the offer, stand at the head of this adver- 
tisement, and will be found of such rare interest 
and excellence, as places them at the head of the 
juvenile religious literature of the age. Beautifully 
illustrated, boundin gold and black. Price, $1.60 
each, Sent pre-paid by mail, Please send for full 
eatalogue of new books, 


HENRY HOYT, 
No. 9 Cornhill, Boston. 








ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Rep wind Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize thatan annual 
Sposeription is a good investment of 3 cents a week, 
We will send the paper FouR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
y. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted withsosmallan outlay of money. 





SONGS OF GLADNESS 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


BY J. E. GOULD, 


Author of some of the finest collections of 
Church Music published. 


oO 





The favor with which this book has been received 
during the few months since its first publication, 
is satisfactory proof that its author has supplied a 
want that has long been felt for a superior book of 
Music and Hymns for Sunday-schools. 





SONCS OF GLADNESS 


Contains 176 pages, with about 600 pieces, furnish- 
ing a variety of rich material, embracing some- 
thing appropriate to every season of interest in 
any school, 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Has met with the most cordial approval, with 
scarcely a single exception, wherever submitted 
for examination, and is adopted as the standard in 
many schools, 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Is suited to the use of all denominations of Chris- 
tians,as nothing has been introduced conflicting 
with the views held in common among the dif- 
ferent families of the church, 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Promises to be the leading Music-Book among 
schools where a taste for the purest and best is 
esteemed of vital importance, instead of the light 
and trifling which too often abounds. 





PRICES OF THE BOOK. 
Per 100 Copies. 


Beautifully bound in cloth, with gilt side stamp, $50 
Substantial, stiff pasteboard covers, : = $30 
Neat paper covers, : i 2 £8 > = $25 

Sample (paper cover) for examination sent by 
mail on receipt of 25 cents, 


PIANOS, (435 Broome St., New York. |]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 
(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our newscale, medium-sized 7 
octave Piano-Fortes are -now ready, at low 

rices for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
Price-lists sent to any address, 








Mrs. Joseph F.. Knapp’s 
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FOR 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
$30 Per 100, Board Covers. 
Furnished by us in large or small quantities, 





NEW MUSIC BOOKS! 


PUBLISHED BY 


BIGLOW & MAIN, successors to WM. B. BRADBURY, 
No. 425 Broome Street, New York. 


“THE VICTORY,” 
FOR CHOIRS AND SINGING SCHOOLS. 


Examine ‘* THE VICTORY’’before purchasing. It 
promises to be the leading Church Music Book 
this season, 


Price, retail, $1.50; per dozen, $13.50. 
One copy sent post-paid, on receipt of $1.25. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS,” 
For the Sunday-School. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS” is almost universally adopted 
after examination,and we can truly assert that no 
new book published contains so many Gems, 


Price in Paper, $25 per 10035 
Board, $30 per 100. 
One copy sent, post-paid, on receipt of 25 cents, 


“SONGS OF DEVOTION’ 


Public and Social Worship. 
A COMPLETE HYMN AND TUNE BOOK. 


288 Pages, about 650 Hymns and 250 Tunes, 
handsomely printed on good paper, of con- 
venient size, and bound in cloth, 

Price, 75 cents. 


We quote from testimonials received, the fol- 
lowing: 


From Rev. J. H. RAYMOND, President of Vassar 
College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

“T have examined ‘SONGS OF DEVOTION,’ and 
among a multttude of similar works which I have 
looked throngh, [ know of none in which the pro- 
portion of thoroughly good selections seemed to 
me so large, or where there was so happy a combi- 
nation of classical correctness and artistic excel- 
lence, with popular feeling and spirit. Every page 
is singable, and yet the prevailing taste is pure and 
high. If my associates agree with me, we shall 
i it for our social worship at ‘Vassar’ without 

elay. 


A single copy mailed, post-paid, to any address 
on receipt of 75 cents. Don’t fail to examine it. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, New York, 


(Successors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 

















GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 

‘Search the Scriptures: forin them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


aa Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
Cents beyond the dozen rate price. 





SONG ROLLS. 
2 Sizes Stencil Alphabets; 2 Colors Ink; 2 Brushes; 
Scrolls; Penectuation Points, &e., for $5. The latest 
and most complete thing out. A boy of ten can 
print an ordinary Hymp in less than two hours. 
Send for Catalogue. - 
EXCELSIOR STENCIL WORKS, 
Wheeling, West Virginia. 


s@-EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to fille The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and bstantial patent 
Binders. It willlast from year toyear. Price by 
mail, $1. 
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GOOD BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 
Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rev. 
Henry 8. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman 
D. D. Ithas been constructed after the persona 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 

rt, Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 
ides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean, Ithas been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


JERUSALEM 
ADJACENT PLACES. 


Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of 6u2 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleys in its vicinity. The 
prominent ig oe are delineated with great clear- 
ness, so that there is no difficulty in identifyin 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual an 
ive to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


Illustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 
Size, 4 by. 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in studying that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. The Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as faz 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MUSLIN—UNMOUNTED. 


Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. . 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durnin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine. It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 

This Map will be sent by mail on receipt of price. 


RELIEF MAP OF PALESTINE. 


Rev. W. L. Gage, author of “Studies in Bible 
Lands,” has recently imported a beautiful little 
Map of Palestine in the time of the patriarchs, 
made of papier mache, so moulded as to show the 
elevations and depressions of the face of the coun- 
try. It is intended for a teacher’s use in his class, 
and will aid greatly in understanding the Scriptu- 
ral allusions to the mountains, hills and valleys of 
the Holy Land. Price $1, for which copies will be 
sent by mail. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. After a choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 














BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


en 


I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
/ 60 Cents Per Dozen. 

II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

36 Cents Per Dogzen. 
IlII.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 

36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 

24 Cents Per Dozen, 
VII.—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 

48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 

48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 

36 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XI.—THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XII.—CHRISTIANA AND HER CHILDREN, 

96 Cents Per Dozen, 
XIIIL.—JESUS, THE ROSE OF SHARON, 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
caiculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
im varting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
forr’, Samples of the thirteen sent to any one by 
mail on receipt of 55 cents. 


tower or ne U N-W RIT- 
TEN WORD sinci, 


lo 

Shows us untold riches and beauties in the Great 
House, with its Blooming flowers, Singing birds, 
Waving palms, Rolling clouds, Beautiful bow, Sa- 
cred mountains, Delightful rivers, Mighty oceans, 
Thundering voices, Blazing heavens and vast uni- 
verse with countless beings in millions of worlds, 
and reads to us in each the Unwritten Word. Rose- 
tinted paper, ornate engravings and superb bind- 
ing. Intelligent men and women wanted to intro- 
duce the work in every —s and village. 
Light business. Good pay. Send for circular, de- 
scription, endorsements and terms to agents. 
ZEIGLER & McCURDY, 168. 6th St., Philad’a, Pa. 


PICTORIAL AIDS 


BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 


AND 
Congregational Bible Instruction. 
5 Large Charts. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 











These charts will be found very serviceable in 
the preparation of Lessons for Visible [llustration 
of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seen 
distinctly in a large room,and meet a want that 
has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
subjects, already prepared, with a description of 
each lesson, are, 


The Good Shepherd, 
Parable of the Sower, 
The Pillar of Truth, 
The Two Mansions, 
The Christian Armor. 


The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt af 





$2.50, or a sample for examination for 50 cents, 





THe InTeRor. 


A NEW 


Religious and Family Journal, 
PUBLISHED BY THE 
Western Presbyterian Pablishing Company 
IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


TERMS—-$2.50 in advance, Clergymen, $2.00. 
$3.00 after ninety days. 

Specimen os ge of the paper furnished frie. 
Agents wanted, to whom a liberal commission 
will be paid. Premiums given for procuring sub- 
scribers. Send for a List of Premiums. 


THe Inrerior 
GIEVENW AWAY 


FOR 


THREE MONTHS. 


To all new subscribers for THE INTERIOR for the 
year 1871, we will send the paper 


WITHOUT CHARGE 
Srom the date they subscribe to January 1, 1871. 


Send in your name, Nowisthe time. The sooner 
ved subscribe the longer you get the paper for nothing. 

he $2.50 pays for the paper to January 1, 1872, and 
may be paid at any time before January i, 187i, but 
the paper will be sent as soon as ordered. Don't 
wait foran Agent to cail, but send your request 
poe veer for the paper to be forwarded to your 
address, 

THE INTERIOR is in charge of an able Editorial 
Staff. It numbers among its contributors some of 
the best writers in the country. It has able cor- 
respondents at the principal commercial, political 
and religious centers of Europe and America. It 
is a large, handsomely printed papcr, of eight 
seven-column pages, The Stockholders and Offi- 
cers of THE INTERIOR include some of the best bu- 
siness men of the North-west, and they intend 
that it shall be a J: urnal of the first c’ass in all re- 
spects. Address Letters on Business to 

W. S. MILLS, PUBLISHER, 
Room 5, Monroe Building, Chicago, ILL, 


BIBLES FOR SCHOLARS. 


A very neatedition of the Bible, bound in various 
styles,as enumerated below; making a beautiful 
present forscholars. The print is remarkably clear 
and distinct for a small book. 








matt. 
No. 1. Black leather, gilt edges, 50c; 62 
No. 2. Black leather, white clasp, 60c; 72 
No. 3. Black leather, gilt clasp, 65c; 77 


No. 13. Imitation Morocco, rims and clasp, $1.10; 1.22 
No. 24. Morocco, rims and clasp, 1.50; 1.62 
No. 26. Turkey Morocco, rimsand clasp, 1.75; 1.87 
No. 28. Turkey Mor., fine, rims and clasp, 2.00; 2.12 
No. 36. Beautiful Morocco, gilt edges, - 1.75; 1.87 
No. 37. Beautiful Mor., gilt edges and clasp, 2.50: 2.62 
No, 95, Black leather, 10 colored pictures, 1.35; 1.47 

Please order by No. When wanted in quantity, 
postage need not be included, as they will be sent 
by Zapress. 





Sent Free to All on Receipt of Stamp, 


Specimen Pages of our New Sabbath-School 
SINGING BOOK, 


THE SILVER SONG, 


Now ready. Containing nearly One Hundred 
and Eighty Pages of Fresh New Music. Edited by 
W.A.OGDEN. The author labored two years in 
the preparation of this work, and has revised it 
three times before placing it in the handsof the 
publisher. 

Book will be ready September Ist, and orders 
will be filled in rotation at the following low prices: 
Paper Covers. Board Covers, 
One Copy. Per 100. OneCopy. Per 100. 

$0.30, $25.00. $0.35. $30.00. 

Single copies sent by mail, postage 4 A 
receipt of price. Address W. W. WHITNEY, 

TOLEDO, O. 
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BEAUTIFUL 
icture few aris, 


FOR 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS 


AND 


FAMILIES. 
(Nearly 200 Different Varieties.) 





These cards are exquisitely printed in bright and 
beautiful colors, and their general introduction 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Scripture lessons thus pleasingly presented, and 
plainly taught. 


1—Ten Commandments. 12 cards. 50c 

2—Good Conduct, 12 25¢ 

3—Joseph and his Brethren. _ 50¢e 

4—Miracles of Our Saviour. i a 50c 

5—Life of Christ. First series. _— 50c 

6—Life of Christ. Secondseries. 12 “ 50c 

7—Gem Rewards. wit 25¢ 

8—Life of St. Paul. TR a 50c 

9—Ten Commandments. 3 25¢ 
10—Bible History. ist Series. m. * 50c 
1l—Bible History. 2d Series. oo 50c 
12—Parables of Our Lord. a. 25¢ 
18—Prodigal Son. ~ 50c 
14—Prayers for Children. el 30c 
15—Plants of the Bible. ies 50c 
16—Proverb Picture Rewards. A. 8 “ 25c 
17—Proverb Picture Rewards. B. 8 “ 25c 
19—Watts’s Moral Songs. » 50e 
20—Illuminated Temperance. _ 2 40c 
21—Ten Commandments. i 25c¢ 
22—Parables of,Our Saviour. _— 50e 
23—Bible Picture Hymns. oe 25¢ 
24—Story of Queen Esther, 12 #8 50c 
2—Jewish Months. aig 50c 
27—Bible Truths. yw * 25¢ 
2%—Life of David. _ 25e 
29—Picture Cards, with Hymns. 32 Cf 30¢ 
30—Scripture Prayers. = 50e 
31—Embossed Pictures. Ist Series. 16 ‘ 50c 
32—Embossed Pictures. 2d Series. 16 ‘“ 50c 
33—Illuminated Hymns, IstSeries. 16 “ 25¢ 
34—Illuminated Hymns, 2dSeries. 16 “ 25¢ 
85—Children of the Bible, a 40c 
36—Illuminated Picture. A. 7. 50c 
37—History of Joseph. i. ? 25¢ 
38—Picture Reward Tickets. y: * 50c 
89—Illuminated Crosses, 7 ° 50¢ 
40—Good Counsel. = 35¢ 
41—Illuminated Picture, B. a 50e 
42—Life of Moses. lie: * 25¢ 
48—Sunday-School Premium, y™ * 35e 
44—Mother and her Children. u@ 50¢ 
45—Pilgrim’s Progress. m 50e 


46—Life of St. Paul.  * 23e 


47—Child’s Packet. _ © 50e 
48—Picture Cards, with Hymns, eS * 30c 
49—Colored Mottoes. 2. % 25¢ 
50—Illuminated Texts. act 25c 
51—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.1 12 “ 30¢ 
32—Tokens of Merit. ari 25e 
53—Ten Commandments, Mm 15¢e 
54—Colored Pictorial Rewards. | a as 25¢ 


55—Scenes, Holy Land, New Test. 12 “ 50e 
5—Short Texts. A 20c 
§7—Heroes and Martyrs. ped 50c 
58—The Beatitudes.  % 36e 
3—Pitture Tickets. 48 * 502 
60—Scripture Texts. Pt. I. mm 6 30¢ 
$62—Pictures and Songs.  * 50c 
68—Life of Joseph. se 25¢ 
64—Ten Commandments. ...? 40¢ 
65—Bible Texts. so 5c 
66—Scripture Texts. Pt. II. am 40c 
67—Ten Commandments. _ 25e 
68—Pilgrim’s Progress. Pt. I. a 4c 
69—Pilgrim’s Progress, Pt. II. lag 40c 
70—Pilgrim’s Progre:s, 1 t, III. yu 40c 





71—Curious Bible Questions, Pt, I, 12 ores. 
72—Curious Bible Questions, Pt, 2, 12 


73—Scripture Texts. Pt. III. ie 
74—Bible Selections, No. 1, a 
75—Bible Alphabet. - See 
76—Scripture Texts. Pt. IV. a = 


77—Infant School. Pt. I a 
78—Sunday-School Treasures, Pt.I.10 “ 
79—Bible Selections, No. 2. on 
80—Bible Alphabet, gilt. ag 
81—Sunday-SchoolTreasures.Pt.1I.10 “ 
82—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.2. 12 “ 


83—Illuminated Texts. F. es 
84—Illuminated Texts. G. _ 
85—Illuminated Bible, No. 3, as 
86—Life of St. Paul. | 
87—Bible Selections, No. 3. a i= 
88—Scripture Texts. Pt. V. wire 
89—Sunday-School Gifts. Pt. I. oe 
90—Children of the Bible, me 


91—-Bible Precepts, No. 1. _ 
92—F lowers and Fruits of Bible. Rd 
93—Scripture Mottoes, Pt. I. mm 


94—Picture Reward Tickets, 2d Series. 16 cards. 


95—Infant School. Pt. II. 10 
96—Scenes, Holy Land, Old Testament. 12 ‘ 
97—Sunday-School Reward, No. 1. 10 “ 
98—Scripture Nationalities, im 
99—Bible Precepts, No. 2. 1 
100—Pilgrim’s Progress. + 
101—Christiana and Children. _- 


102—Sunday-School Reward, No. 2. _ 


1083—Sunday-School Gifts. Pt. II. im 
104—Scripture Mottoes. Pt. II. mS 
10—Sunday-School Gems. . es 
106—Glad Tidings. im? 
107—Scenes from Scripture History. ny. * 
108—Reward Tickets. 90 “ 
109—Bible Alphabet. Pt. I. 26 
110—Bible Alphabet. Pt, II. s.. & 
1ll—Scripture Texts. Pt. XI. _ ™ 
112—Bible Texts. os. * 
113—Ten Commandments, md 
114—Life of Joseph. ». > 
115—Hymn Reward. : 
116—Scripture Texts. Pt. XVIII. i 
117—Illuminated Cards. Pk. L. = * 
118—Scripture Texts. Pt. XIX. » * 
119—Children of the Bible. m= = 
120—Illuminated Tickets. A. , 
12i—Illuminated Picture Tickets. _ = 


122—Life of Our Saviour. ».* 
123-—Precepts, Promises and Prayers. 12 “ 


124—Picture Tickets. B. | 
125—Children of the Bible. nm 
126—Attributes of Christ. = 7 
127—Illuminated Scripture Texts. mn 
128—Picture Tickets. C. . 
129—Scripture Texts. Pt. XXI. is. * 
130—Scripture History. 50. 
131—Illuminated Tickets. D.  * 
132—Scripture Texts. ym 
133—Gems for Sunday-Schools, 5 * 
134—Illuminated Tickets. 36 CSS 
137—Little Ones’ Rewards. = 
138—Select Prayers from Psalms, = 
139—Psalms of David. bes 
140—Psalms of David. ss * 
141—Regular Attendance. mo 
142—Good Conduct. , | aie 
143—Diligence. 3. ° 
145—Poetry Rewards, Pk. 1. 50 C* 
146—Poetry Rewards, Pk. 2. as 
147—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 3. | Wy 
148—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 4. es 
149—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 5. | 
150—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 6. oS 
151—Ten Commandments. a 
152—Ten Commandments, | 
153—Scripture History. Pk. 7. : * 
154—Scripture History. Pk. 8. ae 
155—Illuminated Texts, A. i 
156—Llluminated Texts. B. i. = 
157—Illuminated Texts. C, I 
158—Illuminated Texts. D, a 
159—Illuminated Texts. E, . 
163—Prayers for the Young. i 
16i—Sunday-School Tickets, No, 1. 144 * 
165—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 2. 144 * 
166—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 3. 144 ‘* 


167—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 4. im 6 
168—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 5. a * 


ex 


25¢ 
25¢ 
15¢ 
50c¢ 
20c 


50c 


15¢e 


Be 


20c 


25¢ 


15¢ 


50c 
50e 
50¢ 


50¢ 
25¢ 
25¢ 
25c 
25e 


25¢e 





169—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 6. 432 cards, 25¢ 
170—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 7. 482 “ 25 
171—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 8. 482 “ 25 
172—Reward Tickets. 10 “ 15¢ 
174—Merit Cards. 200 *  25e 


Any number of packages will be sent by mail, 
post-paid by us, on receipt of the prices given, 
In making an order for these cards, please be par- 
ticular to mention the No. of each parcel desired, 
which is printed at the left hand side of the title, so 
as to avoid all errors that might occur in attempt- 
ing to copy the names which appear on the outside 
of the envelopes in which they are put up. Any 
packages that do not prove entirely acceptable 
may be returned in the same manner as sent out, 
and others will be given in exchange for them. 





BELLEVUE INSTITUTE, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Attleboro’, Bucks County, Pa. 


The next School Year commences September 5th. 
For Catalogues and particulars, address, 


W. T. SEAL, Principal. 





Only $25 per 100 Copies, board covers. 


THE GOLDEN PROMISE, 


A COLLECTION OF 
HYMNS and TUNES 
FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
By T. E,. PERKINS, 


Author of “Sabbath Carols,” ‘‘ Sunday-School Ban- 
ner,” ‘Songs of Salvation,” &c., &c. 


4g Sample by mail on receipt of 30 cents, 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
Published Every Week, 


$1.50 A YEAR. 
Four months on trial, 50 cents. 


Where ten or more copies are subscribed for at 
one time, $1.25 per copy. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of originai 
matter in THE TIMES, tt ts believed to be the cheapest 
religtous weekly published, 

#Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance, 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sut« 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts for renewals are not necessary, 
as due acknowledgment for remittances is made 
by the ure of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where the 
subscriber resides, 

in sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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